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Good morning - today I'll be speaking about Trove, a service run from the National Library with
help from thousands of libraries, museums, archives, universities and clubs around Australia.

In particular, Ill be highlighting for you three community-driven initiatives and projects which show
how a service like Trove is being used by users and communities in the online space.
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First I'll give a quick overview of Trove for those that might not know us.

Trove is a web service located at trove.nla.gov.au and we are primarily a collection aggregator
bringing together collections from galleries, archives, museums, libraries and other community
groups.

Trove groups these collections into zones — you can see them the minute you land on our
homepage. Each zone is a group of similar types of content - from newspapers and government
gazettes, to journals, books, pictures, music, maps, diaries, websites and people and organisations
biographies —Trove has it all!

Trove is also a Digital Collections Host - we host all the National Library’s digital collections including
journals, photographs, sheet music, oral histories and maps as well as collections digitised by the
NLA in partnership with others.

Trove is also a Platform — to research and build using tags, comments, lists and our APl which allows
people to create their own applications built from the collection data in Trove.

And last but not least, Trove is a Community of passionate users. Trove on its own is just descriptions
of collections and data. It’s the users who come in and connect those pieces together, to reveal and
tell their stories and stories of Australia, who make Trove meaningful.
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I'll take a minute to dive a little deeper into Trove so you can get a clearer picture of what’s there.

We are most well-known for our digitised newspapers — from Australia’s first newspaper printed in
1803 — the Sydney Gazette and NSW Advertiser...
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page19249949

To major metropolitan dailies like the Melbourne Age...
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/24970088

As well as small and niche titles like the Scout’s Jamboree Daily printed every day of the jamboree in
2007.

Generally, digitised newspaper content in Trove covers from that first newspaper title in 1803 up to

1954 when copyright comes into play. There are issues from over 1,000 newspaper titles — big &
small.

Currently more than 21 million pages have been digitised and all are freely available to the public to

view, search, download, print.
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page1157138

This means a lot of Australia’s history, as told at the time, is available in Trove. From big events like
this one - the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in March 1932...



jednesday. March " 4. the
sh Memorial Church, Eugowra,

when Miss “Polly” Douglas, second
daughter of Mrs. Douglas - and V the
tate M. D. O. Douglas, of "Long
Gully,” Eugowra, and (Mr. William
Henry Shieids, of Albury, were unted
i the bonds of holy matrimony. |

The pretty ittle church, which was
nicely decorated by friends of the
bride and bridegroom; was filled with
nterested spectators and well-wish-
ers Rev'R G Crukshank (Presby
terian), of Forbes, was the officiating
clergyman

The bde entered the church on the
am of. her brother Colin, weaning a
handsome gown of ory morocan
with silver trimmings, long court
train of rucked georgette, an em
brodered tulle ved and wreath of

orange Diossoms. sne , carmied a
beautdul shower bouquet of cama
tions and. fem.. with siver streamers,
the gt of the bridegroom. * Miss
Thora Douglas, sister | of the brde.
acted as -ran-bearer, and Misses
‘Noble and Bolton- as bridesmaids
The choir rendered “The Voice That
Breathed O'er Eden

MiSs Nioble wore a very becomng

NATIONAL
LIBRARY trove.nla.gov.au

T 58 Trove

EUGOWRA

¥rom Our own ¢ orrespondent’.

WEDDING BELLS.

On  Wednesday, March 4, the
Welsh Memorial Chureb, Euxowra.l'
was the scene of g very pretty wed- |
| ding of considerable local interest, |
when Miss “Polly” Douglas, second
daughter of Mrz. Dougles and the
late Mr. D. O. Douglas, of “Long
| Gully,” Eugowra, and Mr. William
Henry Shields, of Albury, were united
| in the bonds of holy matrimony. ]
' The pretty little church, which was 1
nicely decorated by friends of thel,
bride and bridegroom, was filled with | ¢
| interested spectators and m-ll-winh-l;
‘c-rn Rev. R. G. Cruikshank (Pl’“ﬂh)'-..
terian), of Forbes, was the ofMciating |’
clergyman |
The bride entered the church on ll\!‘“
arm of her brother Colin wearing a
 handsome gown of ivory morocain, 1
with silver trimmings, long court |
| train of rucked georgette, an em-;
| broidered ftulle veil and wreath of
, orange blossoms She carried o
Leautiful shower bouquet of carna-
| tions and fern, with silver streamers
the gift of the bridegroom Miss

™ et = O

-~ =

(@)

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article218717184

To tiny events like descriptions of weddings in country towns.

So why do we think this is important? Well - because it entices users to help build their digital
literacy. It’s interesting to learn about yourself, the street you lived in, the school you go to, what
your grandmother wore to her wedding. People want to find out about themselves, and their own
history, and their own interests and personal interest prompts learning and digital literacy.
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One of the items that’s available in Trove is fifty years of The Australian Women’s Weekly... which
leads to me to my first tale about a community initiative growing from Trove.

The Weekly has always contained patterns — knitting patterns, sewing patterns, crocheting, tatting,
the list goes on. This is the cover from the issue dated Wednesday 25th November 1959.
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On page 63 is a pattern for the ‘Elegant Elephant’.

Ravelry.com is a site where knitters gather and share patterns. Users from Ravelry.com have gone
through all these digitised issues, found the patterns, tagged and grouped them in Trove and re-
shared the old patterns on Ravelry.com.
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Modern day patterns cost money and are in copyright so hard to share.

But the Ravelry users have taken this particular pattern and used it to knit their own elephants.
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They share tips and advice amongst their own community on how best to make this item. Like
which wool to use, or how to solve a quirk in the original pattern notes.
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So that now, there are not one... not two...
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but 54 quite spectacular elegant elephants in existence, made by Ravelry.com users.

Now this is an online craft community, they’re interested in knitting. When they get online, when they
go to Ravelry.com, they’re looking for knitting patterns. Members of that community have found
useful material in the old Women's Weekly issues, and enticed more of their members to come look.
Now they are making stuffed toys for their families and friends... but they’re also doing something
more. They’re helping their knitting community to learn about ways to investigate Australian history.
How to learn a new skill — to correct the text in an old newspaper — so they can do what they’re
passionate about which is to share patterns & knit!

Typically it is historians, particularly family historians who are the biggest big users of Trove. Ravelry
are not family historians. they’re a completely different community, and they’ve found a way to use
Trove for their own needs. And in doing so introduced new people to Trove and a way of finding out
about Australian history. The elephant is only 1 of almost 100 knitting patterns this community have
identified and remade.

So that’s one example of a community-driven initiative using Trove’s digitised magazines. Here’s
another...

13
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ABC Rural reporter Caddie Brain had just moved to the NT and she had a problem. How could she
contribute to more informed reporting, better storytelling and broader cultural literacy about the
Territory?

Ms. Brain addressed these questions in a unique way - with the support of the NT Government she
formed WikiclubNT. WikiclubNT is a monthly meet-up where likeminded Territorians come together
to update and create new Wikipedia pages about Northern Territory people, places and histories.
Editing Wikipedia can be a solitary task. But by building a social club around the goal, they have
established a very close group of people, who love to meet, share stories and recent discoveries
about Territory history.

These local stories are then shared with the world through Wikipedia. If you’ve ever edited Wikipedia
yourself you’ll know you have to include citations, to prove what you’re saying is factually correct,
and that’s where Trove comes in. Trove enabled this community to track down references in old
newspapers and relevant photographs and biographies held in various library collections -Trove
allows you to find them in one convenient place. They have created more than 50 new pages about
the Territory thus far — such as...
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Ella Stack

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ellen Mary Stack (born 1929) was a doctor and the first female Lord Mayor of

an Australian capital city. She was the first Lord Mayor of Darwin, Northern
Territory from 1975 to 1980. She is best known for her work following the

destruction of Darwin due to Cyclone Tracy

Contents [hide]
1 Early ife
2 Medical career
3 Cyclone Tracy and life in Darwin
4 External links

5 References

Early life [eat)
Stack was born in Sydney on 4 May 1929, the daughter of Willkam and

Ehzabeth Stack. She attended Bnigidine Convent in Randwick and went on to

study piano at the Conservatorium of Music in Sydney''

Stack marmed Thomas (Tom) Lawler, an agricultural scientist, in 1957 ' They

have three sons

Medical career [eat)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Stack
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Ellen Mary Stack

Ella Stack

Lord Mayor of Darwin

In office
1975-1980
Preceded by Harold "Tiger" Brennan
Succeeded by Cecil Black

Personal details
Born 4 May 1929
Sydney
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A profile on Australia’s first female Lord Mayor, Ella Stack who was mayor of Darwin during Cyclone
Tracy...
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Alice Springs Telegraph Station

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Coorainates (g 2
The Alice Springs Telegraph Station is located within the Alice Springs Telegraph
Station Historical Reserve " four kilometres north of the Alice Springs town centre in
the Northern Territory of Australia. Established in 1872 to relay messages between
Darwin and Adelaide, it is the onginal site of the first European settiement in central
Austraha. It was one of twelve stations along the Overland Telegraph Line *

Contents [hw

1 History

2 Postmasters

Alice Springs Telegraph Station

3 The Bungalow
4 World War Il
5 Curmrent use
6 References

7 External links

History [ean)

The Arrernte people of central Australia have inhabited in the Alice Springs region for

)

thousands of years

European exploration of central Austraka began in 1860. John McDouall Stuart
successfully crossed the continent from north to south on his third attempt in 1863
He passed through the MacDonnell Ranges through Brinkley Biuff, although the

ferran ' was 10uGh & Dverland Telearaoh Line. The site of

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Springs_Telegraph_Station
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Entries about unique places in the Northern Territory...

16



NATIONAL LIBRAF

e

LA ] L
'Y ‘1 « 3 a
Fe £ Article  Talk Read Edt View history
\ ™ \‘ =

— 1

WikipepiA  Australian feral camel

The Free Encyclopedia
¥ From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Main page Australian feral camels are feral populations consisting of two species of camel mostly
namal ; Australian Feral Camel
(Camelus bactrianus)

the 19th century for transport i T s

western parts of Australia, many

anes (Camelus dromedanus) but aiso some bactnar

d into Australia from Britis

ndia and Afghan:
and construction dunng the colonisation of the central an
were released into the wild after motorised transport replaced the use of camels in the early

20th century, resulting in a fast-growing feral population

By 2008, it was feared that Central Australia's feral camel population had grown to about one
million and was projected to double every 8 to 10 years. Camels are known 10 cause serious
degradation of local environmental and cultural sites particularly during dry conditions. A AS19
million management program was funded in 2009 and upon completion in 2013, the feral
population was estimated to have been reduced to around 300,000

Contents [noe]

medary, Camelus dromedarius, the
dominant species of the Austraiian feral
camel

Scientific classification

Phylum: ¢

Class

Order

Family Camebdae

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_feral_camel
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and the story of Australia’s first (and now feral)camels.

WikiclubNT is a great example of a community using Trove to tell their own stories. They’ve told us
that without Trove, progress would be debilitatingly slow, near impossible. They would be dependent
on old physical newspapers and microfilm and wouldn't have access to the range of materials they’'ve
discovered.

It also allowed them to reference more direct sources, helping people discover source materials for
themselves, rather than merely being referred to books which they may not actually be able to see
online. Having a service like Trove has enriched their research and storytelling immeasurably. It's
allowed people of the Territory to tell their own stories and make their stories known to the world.
And along the way they are learning new skills, to be able to tell their stories online in big global
service like Wikipedia. WikiclubNT has now taken their success on the road, with workshops in Alice
Springs, Tennant Creek and Katherine.
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Corporate Coles Hand Search

M Available online W Australian content M In my libraries  Advanced searc

Home > Search results > This edition

1845, English, Object edition:
Corporal Coles prosthetic hand
Robert Norman

Bookmark: http:/trove.nla.gov.au/version/208892762

Physical Object
Whale bone, metal spools, catgut pulleys
small "hand size" approximately L16cm x W8cm x H6.5¢cm
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1845
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My third and final example relates to Corporal Coles prosthetic hand. It’s held by the Health Museum

of South Australia, who’ve put a record describing it into Trove. In Adelaide, 1842, Corporal John
Coles was preparing to fire a cannon - the gunpowder exploded and he lost the fingers of his right
hand.
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Robert Norman (1845), Corporal Coles prosthetic hand,
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Two years later a Surgeon Dentist named Robert Hasting Norman arrived in Adelaide to establish the
colony’s first dental practice. Norman was particularly interested in carving and the practical
applications of it. The Governor of South Australia sponsored the dentist to construct a prosthetic
hand for Corporal Coles and Corporal Coles used the hand for 42 years until his death in 1886.
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Fast forward and more than a century later a special effects artist and engineer named Ivan Owen, is
working away in his garage building a mechanical hand for a monster costume. He creates a YouTube
video of the hand that

catches the eye of a carpenter in South Africa. That carpenter lost fingers from one of his hands in an
accident and has been working to rig up artificial fingers. The Carpenter suggests they work together
to build a mechanical prosthetic based on lvan’s design.

With some crowd-funding and support from a 3D printing company they begin work, long distance
across continents. Their project soon comes to the attention of a South African woman whose son
Liam had been born without fingers on his right hand. At this stage | should mention that prosthetic
devices are expensive to make and not often made for children, as their rapid growth means the
prosthetic would need to be regularly re-made. The American special effects designer and South
African carpenter are struck by an idea. Could cheap prosthetics be made using the work they’ve
been doing with modern technologies like 3D printers? Could they help Liam?

Ivan searched Google for historic examples of body-powered hand designs. His research lead him to
the Health Museum of South Australia’s story of the Coles Hand. This story, while useful, lacked the
detail he needed to complete the design. Further searching ensued and he found the record in Trove,
which included crucial details about the materials used and how the mechanism worked — ‘Catgut
pullies and whalebone fingers crafted at just the right angle’. Particularly useful was the description
that the hand was ‘beautiful in its mechanism and accurate in its working that Corporal Coles could
pick up a button or a sixpence with pleasing facility’. Ivan and the Carpenter succeeded in building a
prototype hand, based on their own work and refined by the descriptions of the Corporal Coles hand.
It’s body powered. Strap it on, twist your wrist in one way and the fingers contract. Twist another way
and they release. They shared their work on an open source platform called Thingiverse.
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This means anyone can download the pattern for this hand and if they have access to a 3D printer,
create the parts for their own prosthetic hand. A number of parents of children in need of
prosthetics have done just that. Instead of paying tens of thousands of dollars for a prosthetic the
child will quickly grow out of. They pay less than a dollar for the plastic to 3D print the parts, buy
some hat elastic and Velcro, screws and fishing line and voila — a prosthetic.

It’s an activity that the parent and the child can do together — to fine tune the design to just that
child’s size, to change the colours, to learn how to use a 3D printer, to create and build their own
hand, they often get done in amazing colours to look like Superman, or Captain America, or Ella from
‘Frozen’. The fabulous team at Questacon in Canberra have a 3D printer and printed off the parts for
the Trove team. Which we then assembled...
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Into Trove’s very own 3D printed Raptor hand. We spent an afternoon building our own Raptor
Hand - it was very easy and much like putting together Lego. The designers intentionally made
the plans public domain with the hope that not only could the hands be made at very low cost, but
that others would enhance the design. This is exactly what happened.
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A community called Enabling the Future has grown around the design with a view to using 3D
printing to literally give the world a helping hand. They get later primary school kids involved in
building the hands, which involves downloading the plans, tweaking them to the right size for
someone who needs one, finding the accompanying YouTube video and printing out the parts and
assembling them. So that, 168 years after Corporal Coles first used his prosthetic hand, Liam in South
Africa and hundreds of other children are able to pick up coins with their body-powered three
dimensional hand.

They’ve even used the existence of the 1840s Corporal Coles hand to defeat a patent challenge in the
US. Its existence proved that the design was historical and therefore couldn’t be patented. Meaning
the publicly available design could remain open source, for anyone to download and use.

Did Trove set out to establish a platform that would allow 3D printing designers to create prosthetics
for children? No. But by making information available and findable, you never know what people will
do with it. It sparks creativity and empowers communities to pursue their own interests.

So —in summary — that’s three initiatives driven by communities growing from Trove...
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Ravelry — who want to be able to do more of the craft they love...
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Ella Stack

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ellen Mary Stack (born 1929) was a doctor and the first female Lord Mayor of
an Australian capital city. She was the first Lord Mayor of Darwin, Northern
Territory from 1975 to 1980. She is best known for her work following the

destruction of Darwin due to Cyclone Tracy
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Early life [eat)
Stack was born in Sydney on 4 May 1929, the daughter of Willkam and

Ehzabeth Stack. She attended Bnigidine Convent in Randwick and went on to

study piano at the Conservatorium of Music in Sydney''

Stack marmed Thomas (Tom) Lawler, an agricultural scientist, in 1957 ' They

have three sons

Medical career [eat)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Stack

T 8 Trove

Ellen Mary Stack

Ella Stack

Lord Mayor of Darwin

In office
1975-19880

Preceded by Harold "Tiger" Brennan
Succeeded by Cecil Black

Personal details
4 May 1929
Sydney
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WikiclubNT - who are documenting and sharing their local stories with the world...
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and the Raptor Hand — from people who are innovating and creating to enable others to pick up a
coin.

These are just three groups who are using parts of Trove for their very different needs. A platform
like Trove helps to enable digital literacy and learning. It is a shared space where users and
communities can meet to find and share resources, to pursue their own interests in the way they
want to, to build a community of interest, to learn, educate and innovate and build digital literacy
and inclusion along the way.
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