
Discovering First Nations content in Trove 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should 
be aware that this presentation may contain images 
or names of people who have since passed away. 



Notice anything new?

Image: The Australian woman's mirror Sydney: The Bulletin Newspaper, 1924. Web. 1 
February 2019 https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-389050376

• Brought to you by the Public Service Modernisation Fund.

• Funded from 2016/17 until 2019/20.

• Seven projects, each focused on improving a different 
aspect of Trove.

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-389050376


Trove Modernisation Program

• Will refresh Trove’s visual design and improve 
discovery and access. There is a particular focus on the 
improved discoverability of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander content in Trove.

• Recognise Trove as a collaboration of 1000+ partner 
organisations, plus a vast community of volunteers.

• More opportunities to showcase the digital collections 
shared with Trove, and make it easier for more 
Australians to find them.

Image: Horton, David & Sinclair Knight Merz (Firm). Spatial Division & Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies & Australian Surveying and Land Information 
Group 2000 https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/6404952

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/6404952


Trove Modernisation Program
Improved discoverability of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

content in Trove

• Dedicated First Nations landing page which aims to 
showcase content

• Implementation of cultural warnings within metadata

• Display cultural identifiers on search results

• Ability for Indigenous partners and communities to 
create collections. 

• Implementation of AUSTLANG in Trove 

Image left: Self portrait of Aboriginal photographer Mervyn Bishop, Sydney, 1989

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-153510920

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-153510920


Available Austlang codes 



How do you spell it?



Song of the Women of the Menero Tribe

Image: Lhotsky, John, 1795?-1866?, Josephson, Joshua 

Frey, 1815-1892, Pearson, James, 1794?-1841 and 

Sippe, George, -1842 A Song of the women of the 

Menero [ie, Monaro] tribe near the Australian Alps. s.n, 

[Sydney, 1900] https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/33504891

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/33504891


Looking at the record



Two Australian Aboriginal songs

Image: Lethbridge, H. O. (Harold Octavius), 1880-1944, (compiler,) and 

Loam, Arthur S., (arranger of music.) Two Australian aboriginal songs : arr. 

for two parts. Allan, Melbourne, 1937. https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/9996275

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/9996275


Search results metadata



Plan of the town of Sydney in New South Wales

Image: Meehan, James and Bligh, William, 1754-1817 Plan of 

the town of Sydney in New South Wales. Government Printing 

Office, Sydney, 1850. https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/17036606

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/17036606


Introduction of Austlang codes 
and ability to search in language



Digitisation partnerships

• Trove is currently partnering with a number of organisations  
to digitise newspapers and magazines that focus on First 
Nations content 

• Trove consults with content and copyright owners to ensure 
full support and agreement from community



First Nations Digitisation Projects



Bamaga State High School Magazine
1973-2004

Images: Bamaga State High School. (N.Q. :). Bamaga High School magazine 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-526661760

http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-526661760


Trove would love to hear from you

www.facebook.com/TroveAustralia

www.twitter.com/TroveAustralia

Allison Lubransky-Moy
e: amoy@nla.gov.au
p: (02) 6262 1029 

http://www.facebook.com/TroveAustralia
http://www.twitter.com/TroveAustralia
mailto:amoy@nla.gov.au

