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report to me ; and I am in constsnt com-
munication with the Sandwich Islands, Japan, coastal
China, Batavia, Durmah, Singnpore, Rangoon,
Aycab on the E. I. Peninsula, sll parts of India,
Ceylon, Afghanistan, Persia, Arabis including Aden,
Palestine, Enst Africa, Madagascar, and the Mauri-
tius ; and all ships that nuvigate waters within the
limits named give me nssistance,”’ :

* In addition to supplying weather reporta "

¢ All the sh'pping companies of the world furnish
me. with reporis on ccean currents; for, from the
Brishane office, we supply shipmasters with current-
bottle papers. These can be supplied in no less than
eight different langunges — English, Freuch, German,
Norwegian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Duteh.
In connection with ocean currents 1 may tell you
that it has been arranged for me to read a paper on
the subject before the Australasian Aseociation for
the Advancement of Science about December next.
And o far as ocean currents are eoncerned you must
understand that my work embraces the whole
world.”

* What percentaga of correct forecasts do you
average, Mr. Wragge ¥ )

" \ge claim 85 per cent. for all Australia ; the re-
maining 15 per cent. being only eorrect in part.
But for New Caledonin, ever rince cable communi-
cation has been estublished, the forecasts have been
absolutely correct, and the same remark almost up-
plies to New Zealand,"”

“ What is the reason for christening storms by
name "

* In order to avoid confusion. ™

* Was it ever done before + ™ .

“Never; in no part of the world, But I believe
the practice will become universal, because ship-
masters especially have warmly commended it. By
naming tropical storms in Gireek, and antarctic storms
in Hebrew, we have something definite to locate.
In future people need not say, ** Not the last etorm
but the one prior to that, &c.,”” but they will readily
assodiate any storm which, say, ciuses a wreck by ita
right. name, which is recorded for all time,”

i But you will soon come to the end of the Greek
and Hebrew alphabets.”

““Even so. DBut we have Arabic and other
langunges to take their places,”

e teapot being *' squeezed’” to no farther pur-
pose, Mr. Wragge suggeated an adjournment to his
own * den ; " and thither we repaired.

 Why, it's & ship's cabin ! " was the involuntary
ejiculation, , :

‘*Fitted exactly like one,'" Mr. Wragge Inughingly
rejoined. ** You see 1 cannot give up my seafaring
habits even at home." 2

A bunk fitted upon a nest of drawers in the ortho=~
dox fashion and the etcsteras of a spacious state-
room completed the illusion. * This,'” said the
meteorologist, opening a door in the corner of the
“ gabin,”’ *“ is my dark room for developing photo-
graphs.”

‘" Then you are an nmateur ghotogrs her ¢

 Yes ; 1am very fond of photography, and I find
it not only interesting but useful.'

¢+ Do you never take any recreation ¢ "'

“0Of course I do.”

¢t And your favourite relief from work is——""

* Trenching my garden on bright moonlight
nights ! "

W Oh!"”

' Life is too short to idle,” was Mr. Wragge's
terse conclusion.

A lesson in weather observation; some useful
hints on electricity as applied to sutomatic
instruments ; a few generali on the marvellous
sccuracy which the science of meteorolpgy has
attained, and the writer bade adieu to the savan!
whose ressarches are made in any field, outside his
own particular brauch, for the advancement of science
generally, )
I have written of Mr. Wragge's home and of his
work ; perhaps, therefore, thia paper will be incom-
lete ‘rithl‘m{I u brief sketch of the mun in person.
{e is upwards of Oit. in height, and hisavera
weight from year's end to year's end 1s Dst. b, ]
has & fair complexion and fair Bearl, trimmed Van-
dyke fashion; and in’ temperament he is a jovial,
hail-fellow -well-met * white ' man.  Notan atom
of *“side’ does he curry, and to pearwnd peasant he
is the same—heartily courteous—and avery Queens-
lander every Australian, should ery, for good of
his country, Fival Wragge!
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An Improved Unicycle.

The wheel shown in the illustration, patented by
Mr, Robert Hendrich, Chicago, is designed to facili-
tate travelling at a high rate of speed, while being
of comparatively durable and simple construction.
The rim has a cushion tire, two ﬂu!twudlg curved
webs from which form a casing or cage for the rider,
the webs preferably forming spokes cted with
central hubs, in which is & shaft on h is loosely
hung & frame carrying a seat for the . Inthe
forward lower e¢nd of the frame are {umnh in
which turns the crank shaft, with Arms en-

by the feet of the rider in the usual way, the
sprocket  chains conn with wheels on the masin
sbaft on opporite sides of the seat snd within the
hubs, whereby the wheel ia rotated. ~ ;

The brake thoe is on the lower end of a verticall
arranged fork, the nmn; o:}d uu:f each u-rll:J ]at whi
hasa in easy reach of the rider, while springs
on the fork arms normally hold the brake shoe out of
contact with the rim. wheel is held in upright

iding in vertical gui
of the rods being
L G B T T
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m(udn means of handles at each side of the sad-

At the lower extremity of the frame isa basket

hold packnges, &c., and connected with the basket

isarod on which is held an adjustable weight to

counterbalance ths weight of the rider om the seat,
That the nder may y in or out of the

one of the spokes on each is ‘oonnseted with the

hub by means of a hinge, the outer end of the hinged

a keeper on the sideof the rim by

s latch, The steering is readily

ah bending to one side or the other.
e, - 4
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The Late Maori King, Tawhiao.
Tawhino, the Maori King, died on Bunday, August
26, from influenza, in the 7lst year of his age, He
leaves no son to succeed him. The late king, whose
portrait finds a place in this issue, was of very ancient
lineaje and the purest blood. He was able to trace
an unbroken line of chieftain ancestry back 16 or 18
generations. He was one of the best known and
respected Maori chiefs, and, though shown in our
engraving in his full regalin, he rarely donned it of
late vears, and milg'ilt be seen driving into the city of
Auckland dressed as any other gentleman. The
tattooing on Tawhiao was exceptionally fine, every
line having to the Maori some special signification.
The practica of tattocing is growing less common
among the Maoris, but Tawhiao was probably one of
the finest instapces of the praectice of the art,
According to Mennell's * Dictionary of Austra-
lasian Biography.” Tawhiao, the sscond Maori King,
son of Potatau (Te Whero h’hm}. the first New
Zealand King, was originally called Matutaera, and
was chosen to succeed his father in June, 1860, In
Febr , 1875, after years of hostility and estrange-
ment, Tawhiao had an mterview with Sir Donald
M‘Lean, Minister of Native Affairs, who informed
him that the sbandonment of the confiscated
Wauikato territory which he bad demanded was
quite out of the question. Tawhiao sugpested that
the Governor should meet him at Te Kuiti. After
a considerable amount of negotintion the conference
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Miscellaneous Mail News.

From the latest English files to hand we take the
following interesting items:—

The Post-Queen of Roumania, whose health has
improved during the long sojourn in her old home,
has penned a scrap of her autobiography in the form
of a fairy-tale. It deals with the death of her only
child, T{e mother is supposed to sit on the bank of a
stream and bemoan her ﬁm The stream assures ber
that she would not wish her little one back again if
she could see her joy.

The Duke of York opened the old Victoria Park
Cemetery, which has been laid out as a public garden,
and afterwards visited the Home for Jewish inrur-
ables. Of the 410 disused burial-grounds in London
all but 172 have been turned into recreation grounds
for the living.

An official gold collar and badge has been pre-
an=-
chester,

Lord Rothschild is training zebras to rum in har-
ness. One was driven in a dogeart through London
streets.

The Chimney Sweepers Bill, which has passed the
Commons, provides for the registration of sweeps,
robberies i;uvmg been commit by persons enter-
ing houses on the pretence that they were sweeps.

Hackney Marsh, 337 ncres of meadow land by the
river Lea, three and a half miles from the city, has
been opened as an East London playground by Bir

THE LATE MAORI KING, TAWHIAO.

broke up without any definite agreement being
arrived at. The Governor did not go to Te Kuiti ;
and though several chiefs assembled, Tawhino held
aloof, as his invitation was not responded to. In
Muy, 1878, he had a meeting with Bir George Groy,
who had become Premier of New Zealand, at
Hikurangi. Bir George told him the Government
would give him 500 acres of Iand near the grave of
his father, would restore other lands to his people,
would erect & house for him at Kawhia, and consult
him as to surveys and Tawhiaso neither mc-
erud nor rejected these proposals. On Gth May,
1879, Tawhiao, in company with pumerous chief:
had another interview with Sir George Grey a
Kopua, 'hmhauuﬁ repudiated all compromise
with Buropeans. * foreign innovations,”” he
concluded, **must be swept away. Then there will
be no evile.” The discussion lasted several days,
some of the chiefs rej the Maori Kin(g'u claims
and expressing their preference for the Queen and
‘Waitangi. The conference ended
Bir George wrote to Tawhiso

{ 80 in anger, but
Wisé enou,

8

for years, that I might

:onrulhndiy.o.u!pwphin

and peace, has been n

" Inl Tawhiso, to the surprise of all

%ﬁl?n:irh Z-.I::dd, ﬂﬁhﬂlﬂm :nhgutﬁl hn'ilnrry!ntha

was profuse professions of friend-

lhipm‘t:'lrdl thlﬂdaui, ug his guns and
those of lus tar,

vernmeat,
accept a pension of £225 per annum.

A MATCHLESS ARTICLE

-For Influenzy it is not only a cure, but an actual
preventive.—ADV.

John Hutton. The grazing and other rights were
secured for £75,000, of which the county counal
provided £50,000, It has been described as the finest

inyground in the world. In the long ago, the
Eimh was the scene of an invasion of England, the
Vikings having sailed n}; the Thames, and ascended
the Lea, penetrating as far as Ware.

The famous vine at Hampton Court Palace, which
in 126 yeurs old, this season is bearng 1200 bunches
of grapes. The truit belongs to the (ueen.

Sir Benjamun Richardson will be president of the
Lady Cycling Federation, which nims at extending
the paqtfmo amongst the fair sex and advocating the
rational dress for feminine riders,

The Home Becretary says cycles are carriages, and
their riders should conforin to the rule of the road.

While S8arah Bernhardt was performing in Glas-
gow a workman was so carried away that he rushed
on the stage to protect her, as he eved, from her

lower,

One of Byron's curls, duly authenticated, was
offered for sale at a public auction in London. It
wuh‘ﬂuuihul as ons of the poet's best-behaved
our]

ueen Elizabeth’s prayer-bock, bound in
n& enamelled, rwantx.nld by auction in Iﬁnglu‘!
has been placed in gold-room of the British
Museum. g

Experiments with the teleautograph were sucoess-
ft;llt; tried 'bttmn‘ Dover and nu:l‘ Facsimiles
of the sent were even to th
dotting of 1t sod sromiag of ta. " *

Mr, the inventor of a land-and-water
tricycle, started from the French coast on his

inundmg’ to cross the Channel to Folke-

stone, He had a terrible The wind was
mgn,lnluthiapny was seasick. In this
;‘mmﬁ"?n he was pmkaEl up by a smack and landed

ogne.
A doctor in ﬁnlmh'muﬂy performed suc-

! B g a
cpec' T w1k e ogers Wi iy Hop

West Mrh;
et o4 mmcring Ty thetog Mt a1
or of snoring mou n tti
E:::iwl young ladies are taught to “pleep elo-

The Queen’s Prize at Bisley, con of s
medal and £250, mm.zir Private :'oﬁ
Glasgow, & Scotsman also carrying off the second
prize. The Prince of Wales's prias fell to a Welsh-
man.

Amhzl;niul school is to be established at Hammer-
smi teaching young women and girls trained in
elementary nho:h tho mumtnrtu.:by hand of
decorative linen work and lace, with a view
ting a new industry. 2
Oliver G xﬁiﬁu}gﬂ imlhurll . :-?::mmm‘ .
Ver Lrom! 5 n Dorsa-
has unoarthed as Act pasesd under the Protector’s
authority, providing that these who made money by
gaming st horseraces should forfeit double the
money gamed—half to the Btate, the other half to
the loser. .
A little hero named Clinton, aged 10, after resoning
a smaller boy from drowning near Loundon Bri
fo!ll back into the water was drowned. Clin

to crea-

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-pagel6636767

some time ago saved the life of a baby when the
roam um%ht fire, The Fire Brignde sent & wreath
for the little bero’s funeral, and o card bearing the
words “ May heaven be his reward! » The littla
boy whom Ciinton rescued also sent o wreath with
the tender inseription, '* He saved me.”

The important question is to be tested whether
l:emm who write or send turf telegrams to betting-

ouses can be proceeded against just as if they had
bean caught on the premises,

The returns show that on Jarmary 1 there wers
02,067 persons in lunatio asylums in Eogland, sn in-
crease of 2245, this following an increase of 1974 in
the preceeding year.

There hns been an increase of late in rabies, but
the Governmeant decline to issue a simultaneous mu-
zhog order, local suthorities having the power to do
s0, as well as to seize and destroy dogs.

The backs of the garden-seats on London ommnie
buses are being filled up to stop the wholesale picking
of ladies’ pockets.

A man has appeared in Mailen Dradley claiming
to be the rightful heir to the dukedom of Somerset,
He cluims to be Lord St. Maur, who, according to a
tablet in the church, was killed 29 years agu by a
bear in India. The claimant explams his absence
by saying that he was taken prisoner by the Rus-
SlAuf.

A Brixton draper was fined for employing two
boys distributing handbills during su:'lumﬁw urs,

When an expressarrived at Warrington, a woman's
akirts, with money in the pocket, was seen clinging
to the engine, It transpired that A woman had been
knocked down by the train, but cscaped with (he
loss of her garments and a fractured log,

President’s Carnot's remains were consignad to
their niche in the Pantheon in the presence of the
wuloyr. £2000 has been unsuccessfully offered by nn
Englishman for the earriage in which the President
was stabbed.

A younﬁ Frenchwoman's mania for kissing men
has led to her arrest. She kissed men whenever she
met them, in the street or elsewhere, and she even
embraced the policemen who took her into custody.

A German officer is on his way to find an fsland in
the Pacific, where he and his associates can live the
lifs of monkeys, subsisting solely on frmits, and
going naked.

A man aged 88 has besn successfully operated
upon for cataract at Willeaden,

A woman in Kentucky, aged 96, haas 432 descen-
dunts, including 19 great-great-grandchildren.

A lady near Dublin celebrated her 100th barthday,
and was surrounded by members of her family, in-
cluding great-great-grandchildren,

A widow who has just died in County Wicklow,

aged 115, attributed her long life to her use of tobacco
and snuff,

New Publications.

The monthly publication for youn lo, Cur
HBoys and b'n":’nP then _\'r-rc.wprr‘:{ 1y Eam{m very
Judiciously decreased in size, superficially, but has
double the number of pages it formerly had. 1t
contains a large amount of reading matter which
should be of interest to young folks—stories, matter
for home-reading, puzzles, &o. It is publshed by
W. and E. F. Keep, Purk-street, Sydney.

Sevibuer's Magazine for August is u fiction number,
and contains an admirable collection of short stories
Iﬁy such famous writers as T. Bailey Aldrich, H. C.

unner, W, H. Skelton, &c. ; while Ooctave Thanet
continues his sketch of American t ' People
that we Serve.” Mr, Dunner in ** French fora
Fortnight,” is nmulmf. and describes the adven-
tures of a clergyman i\r'n{: with o French family
near New York. Octave Uzsnne's article, ** The
End of Books,” is an orig nal and entertaining peep
int the future when the phonograph may take the
Ews of type.  *' An Undiscovered Murder,” by J.

Sullivan, is atale of great imaginative power.
The number is beautifully illultra.tg. and. both in
lotterpress and cuts excels the average imme of this
now famous magazine.

The Review of Reviews for Augu:-t has a in-
teresting character sketch entitled **Baint ns.'
Under this heading the proprieties and impropriates
of the great pational sport are discussed, and the re-
lationsof the Church to the Turfdealt with. Numerous
illustrations and some caricaturcs accompany the
sketch. “The Novel of the Modern Woman'"
supplies the key to a series ol sketches concerning
a r of the leading lady novelista of the day
and their most rTecent i productions,
These include such well-known names as Sarah
Grand, Mrs. Mona Caird, Mrs, Mannington Caffyn,
and others, In this articlea large nmount of very
interesting matter will be found, matter made mors
interesting by being accompanied by portraits of the
lndies themselves. In other departments the present
issus of the Review is fully up to the times, both in
its illustrations and its letterpress.

‘ Vincentia'" is the title of a rather pratentions-
looking volume published in ecounection with St.
Vincent's Ladies’ College, Sydnsy. It is essentially
8 half-yearly vecord of school work ; but, at the
same time, it is something more, as it contains much
excellent md.inglmn.tiar not pertaining to mers
school work. It comprises mbout pages in
pamphlet form.

A BSea Monster.

We published last week an account of what was
, by many persons at Newcastle to have been
n fight at sea between a whale and a sea serpent.
Mr, Phillip Cohen, in regard to the affair, writes : —
Sir,—In your issne of mber lst, your corre-
spondent at Newcastle furnishes a daurirﬂou of a
vikuity of Honbys and Radbeed n
vicinity of Nobbys and on y even-
ing There are uent instances on record of
similar attacks on w) having been observed at
various timea off the coast, ud'i myself have wit-
nessed some of them. From the account given by
your correspondent I have mot the remotest doubt
of the nature of the conflict. ‘I'he whale in question
was tly attacked Rtwuo!ihmnltmmmluu
vig., the and his constant com-

threaher, which, with a part

extends about 66, or 74t above the

of the sea when the monster

effect to the terrific blow it is about

w of the whale, on receiv-

“'sounds,” or frantically

below, to be met there by its

other implacable the sword-fish, which, with its

formidable pike, or swerd, very oftem inflicts the

coup de grace, In that case the expiring whale rises

to the surface, to have its tongue devoured by the

two voracious wietors. What the onlookers of the

scene near Newcastle saw on Satordsy last was un-

questionably not the *‘head and neck™ of the ' ses

" but the immense fluke and part of the head

of » thresher in the act of inflicting its us
delivery on the head of a whale,
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