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Working for
a return
to absolutes
TO

A GENERATION now in

its 40s or older, Moral Re-ar
mament conjures up an im
age from the past; a return

to the nuclear-edged barricades of
the Cold War of the 1950s and '60s

in which East and West toyed with
the future of humanity.

It was somehow associated with
the anti-communist cause; a stri

dent voice in an era of strident pro

paganda. It was perhaps best re

membered for sponsoring
conferences, most of which seemed
to be announced in strident full

page newspaper advertisements.

To its critics, it was a kind of
zealous freemasonry with signifi
cant footholds in Australian public
life, notably certain sections of the
bureaucracy and, curiously, the se

curity services such as ASIO.
The image is only partly true,

but is nevertheless an enduring
one. To those who were part of
MRA in that era, the linking of the
movement to the anti-communist
cause is dismissed as a crude
over-simplification.

The Cold War might be over, but
Moral Re-armament remains as a

potent international force for
change, even though its stridency
might have been muted.

One of the most influential and
high-profile Australians associated
with MRA was the long-time Feder
al Labor MP and Minister for Edu
cation in the Whitlam Government,
Kim Beazley, senior, father of the

present Finance Minister, Kim

Beazley, junior.

Mr Beazley, who remains active
in MRA, says the movement in

curred the wrath of the Moscow
controlled Left, especially in the
trade unions, when MRA took a.

leading role in facilitating the post
war reconciliation between France
and Germany, a reconciliation

strenuously opposed by the Soviet
Union.

"As a result, Moral Re-armament
was always copping it because the
Kremlin somehow saw it as this

great Western-inspired strategy
which of course it wasn't."

Moral Re-armament (though not
originally known as such) was

.founded in the 1920s as'a non-de

nominational, revivalistic move

ment by an American Lutheran

pastor, Dr Frank Buchman, whose

teachings centred on a framework
of moral absolutes in which indi

viduals would experience "life

changing" through personal work.
Friction with various church and

academic authorities in the United
States forced Buchman abroad
where he found support among a

loose group of interested people at

Oxford University.
The inchoate movement had no

name at this time, although some1
times it was referred to as Buch
manism. It was while his support
ers were on a visit to South Africa,
and their baggage was labelled by a

railway porter as belonging to "the
Oxford Group" that the name stuck
for a while.

Over the next decade, a number

It might have a low

profile now, but

Moral Re-armament
is still achieving

success. NORMAN
ABJORENSEN reports

Frank Buchman: his teachings
centred on moral absolutes.

of well-publicised conferences were

held in Britain, the US, Holland
and South Africa and, in 1938, with
re-armament very much in the
news, the movement adopted the
name Moral Re-armament.

With the name came a concerted
effort to widen its appeal to em

brace all religious faiths, and Dr
Buchman preached a powerful mes

sage that war could be avoided if

individuals experienced a moral
and spiritual awakening.

War, of course, was not avoided,
and after the six years of World .
War II, Moral Re-armament set
about a new task of promoting re

conciliation, sending, emissaries
around the globe promoting cooper
ation, honesty and mutual respect
among opposing' political -arid eth
nic forces — a program'stiir m'op-'
eratiori today, although considera-'

bly modified and amended to meet
changing times.

A member of MRA's Council of
Management in Australia, Mike
Brown, based in Adelaide, concedes
that the movement does not have
the same high profile it enjoyed 30
or more years ago.

"Some people qmong us now feel

that it was perhaps too high-profile,

too much associated with public
figures. Since then, there has been
at- work a whole process of social

change and political change which
we have not ignored, but our un

spectacular. work has been done,
and continues to be done, with in
dividuals."

The founder of MRA, Frank
Buchman, died in 1961, and the
leadership passed to the charismat
ic and spell-binding orator Peter

Howard, an Englishman. But since
his death in 1965, MRA's global
leadership, according to Mike
Brown, has evolved into a collec

tive-type leadership.
MRA publishes no membership

figures, saying that membership is

informal. Even. its full-time work
ers, of whom there are two in Can

berra, carry no membership cards.
Those who support Moral Re-ar

mament are urged to apply abso
lute moral standards in both public
and private life — in particular,
love, honesty, purity and selfless

ness.

, MRA carries out its work by a

variety of methods, the most com

mon one being a sort of spiritual

"house party" which bears some

similarity to a religious retreat in
which issues are discussed in
depth.

A number of international meet
ing places have been established,
the best known at Caux in Switzer
land, and a current project involves
the setting up of a mediation head
quarters alongside the United Na
tions headquarters in New York, a

project in which Allan Griffith, for

mer foreign affairs adviser to Bob

Hawke, is involved.
"This is a significant step for

MRA, not only because we are rec

ognised -as a major international

non-government organisation by
many governments as well as the
United Nations, but also because
the world has seen how the infor

mal track to diplomacy can be suc

cessful," says John Bond, one of
the two full-time MRA workers in

Canberra.

According to Mr Bond, the UN
has supported the MRA initiative,
known as the Centre for Reconcilia
tion, and its physical proximity to

UN headquarters provides a facility
in which diplomats and UN offi

cials can meet in other-than-official

circumstances.

The other full-time Canberra
MRA worker, Andrew Lancaster,
says that informal networks and al

liances are central to Moral Re-ar
mament's operations.

To illustrate, he tells of the past
week in which he has been travel
ling throughout rural NSW with a

young, Taiwanese man, visiting peo
ple and talking to rural families "to

give him a sense of what makes
Australians tick".

The young man, a computer engi
neer, has just played a key role in
an MRA strategy which is being
hailed as a resounding success —

combating entrenched corruption
in the Taiwanese electoral system.

On MRA's initiative, a conference
was arranged in which 70 Taiwan
ese non-government organisations
were invited, and a pledge was

drawn up in which signatories
.promised neither to accept nor of
fer a bribe.

Some 600,000 signatures were col

lected, and two-thirds of all candi
dates signed with the result that a

number of the so-called "Golden
Oxen" — candidates who buy votes

on a large scale — did not win as

Moral Re-armament's two full-time Canberra workers, Andrew Lancaster and John Bond, walking in Curtin.

expected; So successful was the
campaign that both the Japanese
and Brazilian governments have
asked the organisers to meet elec

toral officials.

Interestingly, as Mr Bond and Mr
Lancaster explain, the program ori

ginated in Queensland in the wake
of the Fitzgerald inquiry into cor

ruption, and has been successfully
transplanted in places where cor

ruption has been regarded as en

demic.

In recent years, MRA has hosted
a series of conferences on urban
problems — at one stage in 1990

flying youth gang leaders from Los

Angeles to Caux, Switzerland, to

discuss lawlessness, social depriva
tion, unemployment and poverty.

Current MRA endeavours centre
on a number of international hot

spots like Africa, the Middle East,

Bouganville, Cambodia and the war

against drugs in northern India.

A recent diversification has in

volved the launch of a set of busi
ness principles attracting influen
tial supporters from Europe, Japan
and the US.

Signatories include Ryuzaburo
Kaku, chairman of Japan's Canon
Corporation, and John Charlton,
managing director of Chase Man
hattan Bank. The stated aim is to

set "a world standard against
which business behaviour can be
measured".

Moral Re-armament, in the days
before Vatican II, had a testy rela

tionship with the Roman Catholic
Church, even being banned by
some authorities, but with the rise

of the ecumenical movement, MRA

and the church have found much
common ground. The official

spokesmen for the church in Aus
tralia could find no objection to

MRA's work, and indeed, a number
of churchmen both here and abroad
have been prominent in MRA activ

ities.

MRA has always been interested

in converting the influential and
the rich — the "up and outs" as

founder Frank Buchman called
them — and its adherents are ex

pected to donate both time and

money on a voluntary basis. .

As a result, MRA has acquired
valuable assets in the form of real

estate — its Australian headquar
ters are in salubrious Toorak, Mel
bourne — and its financial records
show healthy reserves in excess of

$1 million.

KIM
BEAZLEY, senior, now

76 and a Labor MP from
1949 to 1977, recalls his in

troduction to Moral Re-armament
by way of a play staged by the
movement, called The Forgotten
Factor in 1951, and through it

was introduced to a number of

people.

Among them was an English
man called Roland Wilson with
whom Mr Beazley joked that he
would never forget his name be
cause it was on every Australian
banknote (Sir Roland Wilson
then being .Secretary of the Trea
sury.) As it turned out, both Ro
land Wilsons had been at Oxford
together and constantly had their

mail confused.

In 1953, Mr Beazley was elect

ed as one of 10 MPs to attend the
Coronation in London of Queen
Elizabeth II, and not knowing
anyone there, he decided to look
up Roland Wilson who invited
him to lunch.

Over lunch, Mr Beazley was

invited to a conference at Caux,
Switzerland, in what he said was

"an extremely fascinating time"
during which efforts were being
made to bring about a reconcilia
tion between France and Germa
ny.

At Caux, among others, were

the French Foreign Minister,
Robert Schuman, and the Ger
man Chancellor, Konrad Adenau
er, who agreed to put their dif

ferences — differences that had
twice led the world into the hell

of world war — behind them.
To the young MP, this left a

profound impression — "a far

greater achievement than any

thing ever done by either the
Australian Labor Party or the
Liberals in Australia".

Kim Beazley, senior: MRA influenced his push for Aboriginal rights.

On further investigation, Mr

Beazley discovered how Moral
Re-armament had played a deci

sive part in securing bloodless

independence from France for

Morocco. A prominent French

settler came under MRA influ

ence and decided to mend his re

lations with the Arab populace.
He went to the local district agri

cultural inspector and personally
thanked him for ridding the re

gion of locusts.

The inspector was amazed: no

Frenchman had ever thanked
him for anything before. He
made inquiries of the settler's

Arab servants and learned how
the settler had ordered the con

tents of his extensive wine cellar

poured down - the drain because
its presence gave offence to Mus
lims.

Now, the agricultural inspector
was also the leader of a pro-inde
pendence guerrilla group that
was planning to drive out the
French and kill Moroccans op

posed to independence.

Impressed by his contact with
the settler, he eventually went to

Caux where he was persuaded to

make peace with his bitter foe,

the Pasha of Marrakesh, whom
he had been planning to kill.

The Pasha, a formidable war

lord, was impressed and admit
ted that he himself had planned
to kill the Sultan, living in Paris.

He vowed to go to Paris and
make peace with the Sultan
which he did, and power was

soon after handed over to the
Moroccans.

While in Caux, Mr Beazley
was urged by a Moral Re-arma
ment activist: "If you want to

have the guidance of God, sit

down quietly with nothing to

prove, nothing to justify and
nothing to gain for yourself'.

On returning home, Mr Beaz
ley did just that and immediately
thought about the Aborigines
who had no votes and no land
which meant they could never

negotiate from a position of

strength.

He moved immediately to have

Aboriginal land rights included
on the ALP platform in 1954, and
in 1972 when he was in Govern
ment, saw it enacted — a process

subsequently furthered by the
Fraser Liberal Government and
the Labor Government in South
Australia "beyond anything I

had ever estimated".

He says now: "So it became bi

partisan, and I think it has
played a part in the beginning of

Aboriginal dignity."

How did MRA affect him as a

politician?

"I realised I was a liar," he
says with disarming frankness.

"By that, I don't mean I con

cocted lies but I tended to make
a case; I suppressed anything in

convenient to my position.

. "Such a process, I realised, de
taches the mind from reality,

and ultimately the same process
can lead to insanity."

Mr Beazley says politics as

practised in Australian and Brit

ish parliaments is all about

"case-making".

At a dinner in Canberra in

1988 to mark MRA's 50th anni
versary, Mr Beazley said it had
been little appreciated how much
a role Moral Re-armament had

played in the evolving relation

ship between Australia and Ja

pan.

He told how he and his wife
had attended a luncheon in

Tokyo given by the first Japan
ese Ambassador to Australia af
ter the war, Mr Suzuki, who in a

speech of welcome said, "No-one
can understand the new relation

ship between Australia and Ja
pan who does not understand the
work of MRA."

— NORUAN abjorensen

NATIONAL
LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

Dt J Pohjanpato. Waller and Marion Burley
Griffin, pictorial Colicchon. From tho National

Portrait Gallery oihibition All m the Family

1994 TDK AUSTRALIAN AUDIO
BOOK AWARD

Presentation luncheon

Mr Tom Shapcott, Executive Director of the

National Book Council, will present this award
for excellence in Australian audio book

production. Guest speaker will be Ms Judith

Curr, Publisher and Executive Director of

Transworld Publishers. Cost: $25.00. Chapters

Restaurant. Bookings essential

Tuesday 15 November 1994 at 12.00pm

For bookings and information: (04) 2621289

SEMINAR
The Legacy ol Sfr Robert Menzies

Distinguished speakers give a professional

appraisal and personal insights into Menzies'

. influence and achievement. Speakers include

Rt Hon. J D Anthony, Dr Judith Brett, Sir John

Bunting, Stewart Cockburn, Ian Hancock,
Professor Cameron Hazlehurst, Dr Janet

McCalman and the Hon. Tony Staley

Saturday 19 November 1994

For information and registration: (06) 2621271

THE EXHIBITION GALLERY
'On This We Stand': Menzies and the Liberal

Party of Australia

Soundscapes, cartoons, photographs, political

pamphlets and newspaper cuttings are all

part of this exhibition, which traces Menzies'

political careec and his tremendous influence on

the liberal Party

Open until 4 December 1994

For information: (06) 2621159

NATIONAL
PORTRAIT

GALLERY
Old Parliament House, Canberra

All in the Family: Selected Australian Portraits

Portraits of famous and distinguished Australian

families, and those who have shaped the
•

family in Australia. The 'Media's of Melbourne', •

the Haslucks, the Ella family, the Chappell
brothers, are among the -many members of

the Australian family In this exhibition
;

Open until 5 February 1995

Floor Talks in the Gallery

An introduction to aspects of family portraiture

Wednesdays at 1:00pm, Old Parliament House

HAROLD WHITE LECTURE
Home and Away: New South Wales and the

British C1788-1940

Dr Michael Rosenthal, 1994 Harold White
!

Fellow will give his lecture .on the parallels
;

between the early days of the penal colony •

and contemporary British culture 1

Wednesday 23 November at 5:30pm
National Library Conference Room

THE CANBERRA CINEMATHEQUE ;

Peinture et Cinema #1

A series of encounters between painting and

cinema which use film to analyse art works

Diabolo Menthe (1977,101 mins)

Sensitive, keenly realized autobiography of

director Diane Kurys' adolescence in the early 60"s

Thursday 10 November from 6:00pm

Film screenings: (06) 2621475

LIBRARY TOURS
Behind the Scenes: 2pm Tues, Wed, Thurs

For further tour information: (06) 262 1279

THE LIBRARY SHOP
Specialists in Australian writers, including

children's books.

For information: (06) 2621424

Admission to the National Library is free

NATIONAL
Hi LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

Hidden Valley Gallery

Bodalla

HONOUR THE LAND
with

John Hackwell - Paintings

Barbara Romalis - Jewellery

Gillian Broinowski - Ceramics

Sat. Oct. 29th to Sun. Nov. 20th

Hidden Valley Gallery is at Bodalla on the South Coast,

Open 10.00 >4.30 Thurs-Sun, and all holidays.

900 m off the Princes Hwy. in Bodalla.

40 mins. from Batemans Bay, 2.5 hrs from ACT

044 735 515
AOA6874«514
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