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í _>.E__\IE MTNISTEB."

CRITICISED BY STATE

MINISTER.

"I appeal to members of the National party
tn tho Federal Parliament to chnoso for us

another leader, qno upon whoso judgment we

can
trust, and on whose promi.o- wo

may
rely."

This declaration was made on Thursday
by tho Attornoy-Gcncrnl. Mr. P. It Halls
in tho course of a statement, in which lie

expressed the opinion that Mr. W. M. Hughes
vas not fitted to continue longer in the posi-
tion of Primo Minister.

"Kor two and a half years," Mr. Hall
said,-"

mo desire to support the Government in
its efforts to win the war lins.caused mis

talcos to he overlooked which In normal times
would have wrecked" a Ministry. The time
has como, however, when one's obligations to
tbo country demand tbat the truth shall bo

,

spoken. During tho campaign which has
just closed many of 11s hove suppressed our

burning indignation lost It should prejudice
rho prospects nf securing a 'Yes' vote. Now,

when everything in this direction has-been
done, and bpforo the vote Is counted, I give
expression -to my view, to make It clear that
my own sense of the need of a change Is in
nu way dependent on the triumph or failure

oí tho referendum proposals.
"The follies ot the lust referendum cam-

paign were obvious enough. Mr. ilugbes's
continued delay in Knglnnd whilst his enemies

wire cunsoiidating their forces against him. his
Insensate refusal for weeks to tell the country
what ho proposed to do, his holding of_

a

roferendnm at all when a bold course sùcb
as has been adopted throughout all the coun-

tries of the Allies would havo secured com-

pulsion her« as it did everywhere else, his
call up of the recruits during .the campaign,
all stamped him as a man who failed in the
hour of crisis.-, ?

.

"Knowing his
liability to make foolish mis-

takes, , several 'Yes' supporters approached
him In Sydney at the very beginning of tbo

present campaign, and he thon definitely and

tmecruivocally agreed that there should he no

attempt at' suppression of speech during tho
recent fight- Whatever bitterness has arisen
slnco is due to his utter failure to honour
this agreement, If Mr. Hughes had had
tho common honesty to carry out his promises
definitely given, t_e whole Queensland Inci-

dent, In which ho fared so badly, would have

been avoided.
¡

"What are the facts there? Certain pamph-
lets were published. In spite of Mr. Hughes's
assurances that there should be no suppres-
sion, they were "suppressed. Those respon-
sible 'then made them part of 'Hansard.'
'Hansard' in turn, was suppressed. Mr.
Hughes challenged Mr. Ryan and Mr. Theo-
dore to repeat outside what they had said

:

la Parliament, assuring the country that he
. would "get" them in tw.enty-four hours. They

both accepted his chnllengco. Mr. Hughes
made an effort to 'get'-Mr. Ryan in the local

polica court, and failed-the Commonwealth
Governmont having to pay the expenses of
both sides. Nothing at all has happened to
Mr. Theodore-Mr. Ryan's companion in
crime." The net

effect, of this treatment has
teen to give Mr. Ryan an importance in the

community that no one would ever dream of
attaching to him, or to

any Governmont with
which

he, was associated, and of giving us the
ßpeetacle in Sydney laBt Sunday-thanks only
to Mr. Haches-of 100,000 people cheering tho
Queensland Premier ns though ha wero a
Caesar returning triumphant to Rome.

"We had in Sydney the Primo Minister de-
claring that the Press was entirely free; that
lhere was no nped to submit political matter
to the censor, provided tbo publishers wero
prepared to take the responsibility for it, and
at the very same time several prosecutions
being pressed because of the failure of cer-
tain writersvto submit purely political mat-
ter to tho

censor.
"These

faults, which gravely militated
against the chances of success of
the referendnm, might be regarded as

the actions of a man who, in the
stress of the fight, has given way to
hysteria. But a man fundamentally hon-
est and animated by a decent reirard for
promises solemnly given does not break his
word continuously nnd systematically, even

rmder pressure of hysteria. Nor can tho
strain of the campaign justify the follies which
will remain now that the campaign has ended.
Consider for a moment the Warwick Incident
nnd its result. Mr. Hughes was on a train
which departed from Warwick just 22 min-
utes after it arrived. Ile managed to do
liver a speech which occupied a column in the
newspaper. Ile was hit with an egg. He
is not the first public man who hns boen
hit with such a missile, but no one else has
rver penalised his country on that account..
Mr. Hughes demanded tha¿ the local sergeant
of .police-Sergeant Kenny-should be imme-

diately suspended and immediately prosecuted,
nnd stated that, failing the suspension of
the sergeant. Commonwealth polico would be

nppointed. Forthwith they wero appointed,
and Australia apparently must for the future
pay thousands of pounds per annum because
a polico sergeant was not suspended when an

egg hit Mr. Huches.

"The erratic tendencies which prompted such
a decision have ever been a source of danger
to Australia. During the recent big btrike

in Now South Wales, State Ministers wero

never so much concerned with what the trade
unionists would do as they wore with the
ever present problem "What would the Prime
Minister do?" We could anticipate the ac

.táons of the State's industrial enemies and
prepare for them. With our professed friend
in charge of the Commonwealth Government It
was different. In the coal trouble but a few

months previon-.ly he had unnecessarily inter-
fered and penalised the country to give the
minéis nil they asked for, and more-thus

sowing the seeds of further Industrial strife.

The facts which led up to the Higgins inci-

dent were too fresh In the minds of all of us

to prevent our récognition of the possibili-
ties of disaster coming by some further act

of follv on the part of the Prime Minister.
"Whilst great vigour is manifested in mat-

ters such n<5 those to which I have referred,
affairs of tho gravest moment are permitted
to drift. By the beginning of May of the

present year It was known that the sub-

marine menace threatened the existence, of

tho Empire, nnd that ships constituted the

outstanding need of Britain. Mr. Hughes
V-now this Up Invited a conference of States

lo po-opprnlc in a ship-building scheme. He

v is assured of warm support. By August 1

Cnnaili was able to commence a shlp-bulld

lntr programme of fifty wooden steamships
and nu eniml number of steel ships, to be com-

pleted within a year. But though many

speeches hiv« been made, and many
con-

ferences held in Australia, tile first keel of

the first ship has not yet been laid down.

.Tf, in dealing with the problems of food

piodurtion, munition making, and shlp-build

ln<-,
the rulers of Britain had aetrrt ns thP

Pi imp Minister lins done In ship-building hero,
Britain would have been out of the war long

"Clpnrlv the p-dBtencp of a «¡tntp of war bas

centred supreme powpr In thp Federal Go

vprnment. Ordinarily this mpans in the Prime

Minister and bli pollengues. Unfortunately
in Mr-Hughes'* ease it menus, more than any-

thing,'
in the Prime Minister himself. It be-

comes then the more npcessnry that the per-

son wiDldln-T this power should ho a man

sincere In his promi'-es, prompt In his ac-

tions, and sound in his iudgment. Mr. "Wh"«

is none of these. No doubt ho is
inspired by

patriotic zeal: no doubt, with unequal ed olo

oùenep, h" advocates I ho phusp In which he

believes,.but something more Iban words Is

W"n* make this npnnal to members of the

National party in the TVrtcrnl Parliament

Choose tar us another leader, on whose judg-

ment we can trust and on whoso promises we

may rely."_. |
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Generally speaking, however. State Ministers

am unanimous in the opinion that tho cam

pnlgn was n mistake from the start, and also
that many fatal mistnkoB were made in the

conduct of the campaign by the Commonwealth

authorities. The Premier, Mr. Holman, pre-
ferred to postpone any remarks he might wish

to make until the "results are moro com-

plete.
In the rase of Mr. Hall. Attorney-General,

and Mr. npijby,'Minister for Labour and In-

dustry, there, wa« no hesitation. They both

strongly criticised the conduct of tho cam

pnlcn. A stntPtnent by Mr. Hall 6n the mat

tor appears elspwhere.

Mr. Ilppbv spokp very much in the same

sti.iin. lío said that the holding of a referen-

dum at all on the subject was a political

trnpedy. He was strongly qf tile opinion that

If tlip Commonwealth Government had adopted
the same course ns thal, taken In Canada, the

result would hnvo been very different. Thorp

was only rnic thing now left to he don", and

that was to endeavour to get all hands to

Join In nn effort to revivify the recruiting of

reinforcements by the voluntary method, ho

added.

v

THOMAS PHOUCH, SS Hunter street.

ARCHBISHOP MANNIX

DISCLAIMS CREDIT.

MELBOURNE, Friday.
Archbishop- Mannix, in the course of a

speech at Richmond to-night, said that for

himself he claimed no credit whatever for the

"No" victory. .
"

Dr. G. R. Baldwin, chairman of the Anti

compulsory League, said ho looked upon the

result as a personal, triumph for tho Arch-1

blnhop as far as AMctorla was concerned. To

somo extent it had been a personal contest

between Archbishop Manntx and Mr. Hughes.

MR. P. C. EVANS'S" COMMENT.

. Commenting on tho figures last night, Mr.

P. C. Evans said that the poll
in Tasmania

was a good indication of tho revulsion of

feeling that has occurred throughout the

Commonwcaltb In connection with conscrip-
tion.

When jt is taken into consideration that a

majority of the voters in Tnsmania aro males

over th» eligible age, It is obvious that the

so-çalled selfish vote is negligible. The Tas-

manian figures arc worth considering, because

they show emphatically by comparison with

last year's vote that the longer the war con-

tinues the more educated the people become

ns to the evils of conscription, and that, given

timo and thought, a revulsion to "No" is In-

evitable.

ANTI REJOICINGS.

MELBOURNE, Friday.

The Trades Hall waa the scene of great re-

joicing to-day. Even among the anti-con

scriptionlsts there were few who expected

such a result. Much speculation was Indulged
In regarding the probable outcomo of a "No"

majority. Several union officials .expressed

the belief that a general election must take

place, and It was stated that the anti-con-

scription organisation would be kept In readi-

ness for such an event. Arrangements are,

therefore, being made to continue tho cam-

paign, with the object of holding the interest

of those associated with the movement

MB. TOM RYAN'S VIEWS.

"We will see Mr. Hughes through," said

Mr. T. Ryan, M.L.A., o£ Essendon, Vic.,
who

holds the unique position of being a *6iember

of the South Australian Parliament as well,

commenting on the result yesterday. "I was

very much surprised at the result," he con-

tinued. "I bave just returned from a trip

through Queensland. This formed part of my

Itinerary in this acrapaign. I expected 'Yes'

to win by big numbers, but the results show

that tbe forces arrayed against us. succeeded

In convincing- the majority of our people to

hold fast to the allurements of high wages,

social comforts, and a lifo of easo and plea

suie, rather than tread the rough and thorny

road of duty, quite ignoring the truth that

this road marked out by tbe Primo Minister,
and It alone, would load us to security and

national honour. Next to my i egret for the

men in the trenches comes my regret that

the work of our Primo Minister has not

triumphed over that of his enemies, but it

will console him to know that ho has never

been" so close to the hearts and affections''of

his fellow countrymen as ho Is to-day.
"I believe there is no man in ttj.0 public

Hfo of Australia who could have led us as

well. Wherever he has gono ho has rallied

tho ranks of the wavercrs, and by his lion

hearted courage and whole-souled sincerity

and devotion to national safety ho has, In-

deed, been a magnet drawing Into his camp

ill those who were not blind to our nation's

needs or deaf to our country's call. I have

"leen asked whether I think the Primo Minls

er's tactics have estranged former friends

of conscription? I do not. Ho has thrown

n to ono camp various sections of the com-

munity -who had only one thing in common,

that was to withhold from the troops, the

assistance they were

'

entitled to. I am not

prepared to admit that either the Prime
Minister or his cause is defeated, nor can they
bo defeated. To mon in earnest there is

no defeat. Defeats aro only victories de-

ferred. Two things bave greatly helped our

enemies. First the notion ot the New South

Wales Government In thinking their elections

were worth the pledge they made that they
would not raiso conscription, or if it was

raiaed that they would not support it. That has
been hurled at us from many platforms. It

was the greatest sign of weakness that any

body of men could have ever given. Along-
side that some confidential circular, portions
of walch (and they, perhaps, distorted) were

used with great success by the 'Antis' to

frighten business people ana others into a

belief that gloom and devastation and a

smashing of unionism were to follow con-

scription. They had some grounds for think-

ing this If it is true that this circular was

drafted some time ago, and its authors lacked
the backbone to put it into effect before the

vote. Any way, why waste timo with ex-

cuses. For the present the numbers are

against us. This fight dare not finish until

the right thing has been done. We'aro now

walting for Mr. Hughes to come out and

,1-how
thp way for a fresh attack on the

enemy's citadel."

MR. RAE INTERVIEWED.

"I think the result of this vote must con-

vince either the present Government, or any

other which may take its place, that the people
of Australia are not going to submit to any

form of militarism involving compulsion for

service outside of Australia," said Mr. Arthur

Rae, Press representative of the no-conscrip-
tion campaign, when interviewed yesterday

with reference to tho latest referendum

"Notwithstanding all that mav be said to

the contrary, wo must realise that there is a

tremendous difference between meeting an in-

vasion of one's country where the danger is

beyond dispute and urmo'' resistance tbo only

possible remedy, to transporting people across

tho ocean at tho will of others, and for such

time and under such circumstances as those

others may think fit to impose. It seems to

me also that the manner in which the ques-

tions were submitted, and the abuse and per-

secution suffered by those who dared to dif-

fer fiom tho Government's proposais, gave the

people the worst possible Insight Into the dan-

ger of militari rule. Mr. Hughes, as Primo

Minister of the Commonwealth, as the present

figures show, actually insulted and denounced

is traitors and cowards moro than half the

community of which he after all is but the

nahl servant. There is also to my certal

knowledge a. strong and rapidly growing feel-

ing that men Uko Mr. Hughes Mr Cook,

Sir William Irvine,
and others of their asso-

ciates, born and reared out of Australia, are

guilty of the most unparalleled presumption

that they, as imported men, seek to deport.

n-Uvo-born Australians from their own land.

Th" onlv marvel to me-now the majority

.com

°

BÏB-Ï-Â 'or the "No" side-is that any

sane or sensible man could be found voting

^?wwIRp It would be Interesting to know,

?n vie« of the Prime Minister's statement that

he present referendum was held to enable

A"Ä the'^ÄÄat Ä
;irdto\íohCno^0tbat

the blot "as been so

m.W5ro.rÄ that those who* have so

Ï1"- -"h nnd vilified the country which has
traduced a niI vii ne a in

,h _"_.

holdall hí «t to leave the country whose

»1 nie so foreign to I heirs. We who arp

of Aus"alla° born "have no préjudice against

invoñp on account nf the plnro of their

MHh but T am strongly of the opinion thal

nose whosp "ntprpsts nnd
impassions

are

bound up ¡n the land from »hlch they camp,

oounu up i

adoption, arp cer

'",nWrtno° fi ted to he trust/d to guide the

pnmion, dpstinips of this country W^n ¿hoomi fisfcres nre counted we will know tiien

the K InlPntlons of the HughT Go

vernrnent Bul there Is no doubt «hatever

Ihn" the lead «p Rt nrPSpnl
hoM,c!,l,n0''

hp

ove'taken bv the othpr side unle«B somp

-transe manipulation of the »v«ec« vo e

takes Place The mnnv months dplny In IhP

h'piir'lne of the official figures of the last re

feiomlum r»vp cause for gravp suspicion,

"n,"l was entirely tho fault of the Govern-

ment in Its unnecessary secretlvcness that

Uk'bp suspicions nre firmly implnntpd In IhP

"inn mr mind. 1 trust slncerPly that no un

-ê?PB"rv delny «111 take place In publish-

ing the snhllprs' votp. most of which ought

"he in hand now. As far bb the future is

concerned I
he oi.lv proper course ror any

Go Prnmcnl to ndnnt Is to respect the will of

m «-nnle-. .is »wire pxpresppd, and enden

lo-r WPmnkî voluntary rePrul.Ing . success

, n,cnrdln_ bette' treatment to soldiers

,b"rd ,h*?r dependents .han has hitherto been

the case." _ - --

THE CAPTURED EMDEN GUN.

THE TINVEILEN-G- CEREMONY IN HYDE PARK YESTERDAY.

DUTY MUST BE DONE. I

VICTORIAN PREMIER'S

OPINION.

MELBOURNE, Friday.
Kcierring to mo reierenoum, ino öuiioj

Premier (Mr. Bowser) to-night made the fol-

lowing statement:-"Wo now know that in

war adult suffrage is incapable of a wise de-'

eision. This verdict Is not given on reasoned

knowledge of the facts. If it wero self-inter-

est alone would protect the liberty and pro-

perty of Australia, and it is hardly to be be-

lieved that youthful Australia who now con-

trols tho ballot box would turn down its fight-

ing comrades at the front. The whole ques-i

tlon has been complicated bv the quarrol of I

the official Labour party with Mr. Hughes, and

by other even more sinister influences. Tho

simple issue of limited conscription sufficient

to meet the country's needs seems to have

had very little to do with the decision. Aus-1
tralla will be in this war to Its end. Ouri

fighting men must and shall be reinforced. It

is for our leaders to choose the means by I

which this national duty shall be done."

ANTIS
.

ELATED.

There was great elation at the Trades Hall
laBt night when the latest referendum figures
became known. It was resolved to celebrate

the victory by a demonstration in tbe Domain

to-morrow.

I

THE RED CROSS.
.

- >

NEWS FROM ABROAD.
'

CHEERFUL PRISONERS OP WAR.

Writing from Egypt. Major Edglnton given
much interesting information, cspoclallv with
regard to the need for a purely Australian

convalescent home. Major Edginton speaks
a good deal of the nursing sisters in Indi*,
and points out various ways in which the

Australian Red Cross can help thom. He says
the 200 sisters in India have happy recollec-

tions of parcels from the New South Wales

and other divisions last Christmas. He also

states that the Australian Red Cross is spend-
ing Bome hundreds of pounds per annum on

A.I.F. sisters in Egypt, and that the society

makes a point of ¡iroviding pyjamas for thom

as they are transferred to England or else-

where for the Bea voyage, and suggests that
the branch In Australia should do the Earns

with the sisters leaving the different ports.
This would be part of the outfit which thi

Red Cros3 provides for them at presont, In

addition to the Government grant

Correspondence Is also to hand from France

referring to the magnificent work done by
Miss Hamilton Moore. One letter from tho

hospital at Carcassonne says: "You have es

tabiished for yourself a position such as fe*»

British women bavo been able to attain in I

France, at the head of your branch of work

in, the largest hospital of Its class in the

whole region. Your work at all stageB has

won the ndmlratlon of your military and mod'
cal chiefs, and you leave us now with the full

satisfaction of having done your utmost to

heal wounds and alleviate suffering." Miss

Hamilton Mooro Is now returning to Aus-

tralia.

Colonel Murdoch, writing from London, Bays

that there were 21,203 parcels sent outwards

from the London stores, and that the prisoners
of war packing department has been worklnt;

at high pressure throughout the month.

Amongst Borne of the issues were 1,170.003

cigarettes, 16,000 soap, nearly 6000 handker-

chiefs,
2190

,of clothing, and over 3000 pack-

ages of foodstuffs.

<In the prisoners of war department the

event of the month was the return of <in

officer and nine of our men who had been

In Switzerland for about nine months, and

although they had all been severely wounded

and suffered great hardships during their cap-

tivity in Germany, were looking very well,

and were able to take advantage of the oppor-

tunities of seeing London, -which were ar-

ranged for thom by members of tho Australian

Red Cross. The news also comes of the escape

of Captain Mott and Private West from Ger-

many. Promises have been made by the

authorities since September 30 that clothln-r

should in future be sent to prisoners of war

at Llmberg, where previously delivprles we1*«

unreliable. It is hoped that, the assurances

given hy the Germans to transmit parcels will

be faithfully carried out. At Ixichfeld a more

satisfactory state of affairs prevails than

formerly. Biscuits have been discontinued

as nn issue to prlsnnors of war, and bread

is now being sent. This has born mndp pos-

sible' by an arrangement with the Canadian

Government for sunplles of the best flour.

The question of the care of British prisoners

of war was the subject of a recent conference

he]d at T)owninp*-street under tim presidency

of Lord Newton, when Colonel Murdoch was

one of those prespnt. It was proposed that

the British ann Indian Governments should

take over the care nf the prisoners of war

In Turkey, and thnt a committee should be

formed in Aleppo to work in conjunction with

Constantinople.
The total number of prisoners of war, ac-

cording to latest, figures,
Is 2800 In Germany

and 124 In Turkey, who are distributed over

72 camps and 11 camps In the respective

countries. During September 1K.790 parcels

of food were forwarded, also filó parcels' of

clothing. The endless flow of acknowledg-

ments received testify to the appreciation felt

br the men for tho parcels, and they fre

oupntly give most Interesting accounts of the

life thev are llvlne during IhPlr cnptivltv.

"We will not forget your klndncBS whpn this

tprrlblp war is finished," onp writes. "Thanks

vprv much, and God Moss von/ all for your

consideration for us." wrilps another. Al*>o

a third* "If the. people of Australia could see

the prisoners after thev hnvp received their

nnrppls Ihpv would bj nmplv repaid for the

trouble thev cn to In sendinK ihem to us.

The underclothing was just the thing, as

lhere was everything therp wp rpqulrpd; the

socks were exceptionally pond. I havp not

vet received nnv letters from home Hurl

luck eh. but I keen stniHns*
all the rame."

As' \ustra1lan soldiers have been again in

I action lb" work of hospital visiting-
has

largely Increased flurlne: September. "Twelve

thousand men wore taken bv the entertain-

ment committee for various trips
and drives.

whiPh thev have thoroughly enjoyed Small

parlies of our men
have been received *tg

guests at nearly nil the theatres in London.

The .loan of Are committee has made ar-

rangements for Monday's entertainment for

the widows and children o( fallen men. Two

steamers have been chartered to convey them

to Vaucluse, whence thev will proceed lo

Mrs. Geo. Sargent's residence. Hartley Hope,

"Vaueluse-road Country chlldrpn will re-

ceive toys,
the packing of which is going on

dally at the depot, 380 Pltt-Btreet. The Rail-

way Commissioners have granted free passes

to over 100 children from the country, and

special trams will convey them to .the Quay.

1500 guests are expected. Mrs. Mongomerlp

Severn, the president, has been actively en-

gaged In organisation, and the affair promises

to be a great success.

AT CLOSE QUARTERS.I
- m

The following extracta are made from a let-

ter to his people here from a Sydney lad

"Somewhere In France," and dated September
3 laBt:- >^^\^

"Now I'll tell you a bit
ojl tny experience of

'the last few days when acting vet. sergeant

^

to a Tommy battery-I came away in the hope

'of seeing a bit of fighting, and giving a hand
at the front-I've had that chance, and quite
astoplBbcd myself. I'm moro than glad now that

I left' in tho Infantry, and had training In

bayonet fighting-a few nights ago it carno In

handy.

|

"One night last week I was feeling fed up

with doing nothing, and couldn't sleep. It

was raining Uko the mischief. I went out

into tho street, and watched a division of

i Tommy guns and transport passing through

,tho village-no lights, of course. There was

enough light In the evening to enable one to

see fairly distinctly-Just a narrow, muddy,
cobbled street, and waggon after waggon, gun

after gun, passing by, occasionally a motor or

horse ambulance, sometime, a motor trans-

port waggon, and sometimes a car coming
past at a terrific pace; sometimes a despatch

rider; but there was always a thud of

horses' hoofs and jingle of harness, and creak

.f the waggons and guns-the men swearing
and grumbling. It did mo good to stand

there and witch them; I don't know why, but

I enjoyed It. There was somothiog fascina,

tins in the watching of that cavalcade passing
through the old village, and it made mo think

and wonder how many of the old-time armies

bad also passed along the same street. To

mc there is always a certain amount of in-

terest In these old places, and I try to pic
turo the men of centuries ago passing over

the same ground to do their share in the old

time wars. Living here, ono could almost fool

that ono had gone back hundreds of years

judging from the old pictures one sees and

becks ono reads, nothing has changed in this

old country. The places we are billeted in

Ihavo

probab.y sheltered soldiers hundreds of

years ago. Napoleon's stables In this town
are now being used to stable some of our

horses.

"About midnight my O C. came along half

elad and shivering, and seeing mo he pulled

up and told mo word had Just como along
that a maa was wanted immediately to join
a Tommy battery that was working In con

Junction with our own artillery, it was a

sergeant's job, but in many cases, if a ser-

geant is not procurable, a man Is sent In-

stead to act as a sergeant. The fellow who is

usually sent on these jobs was relieving at

another battery, and he gave me the chance.

I snapped at it, and in 20 minutes was rid-

ing like a fiend towards the lines. I can tell

you nothing of that ride, it was too dark to

see much, and I had my work cut out as it

was. It had left off raining, but the roads

ind lanes were greasy and dirty, and there

A'as a lot of motor traffic to dodge-motor
men aren't particular either, a horseman »1

iways comes off worst in a collision; I'vo

'seen quite a number. I had about 25 miles |

to do I was within about si\ miles of my

destination when suddenly, and without any

«arning, there was a vivid flash and roar

Just in front of me, and a hole about 30

feet wide. Fritz had started to throw big
_tuff over and to open up in earnest. My

aorse went down to it, and X shot the un-

fortunate brute there and then-one front leg
A-as cut off, and the other broken. I sat

,n tho shellholo for a few minutes to re-

cover from the shock, but decided things
Aero getting far too warm for me, bat could,

¿ce no way out of it. Shells were bursting

everywhere-It looked very much as though
.he whole ground as far as one could see

iras Just a mass of spurting geysers. I had

.o get through, and didn't care too much for

_-? chances. It looked ten thousand to one

.»gainst my getting through, but thinking It

over now it astounds me how very little effect

it had on me-I knew I had to go on, and It's

yust as well I didn't Buffer too much with

imagination I decided the first thing to

do was to get a horse. Somehow or other I

Aianaged to retreat and got Into safer regions

t couple of miles back. Here I found a horse

"nd was soon on my way at a good ->'d gallop 1

didn't feel exactly happy as I know the road

that was ahead of me. It was not

long beforo I got through that shrap-
nel curtain-tho Hun was merely preventing
our supplies and reinforcements coming up,

but ahoad of me I could seo he was sheiling

our treneheB very heavily; that meant he

would como over about daybreak.
"I joined my new battery about 4.30 a m.,

and found everything pretty quiet, but I

didn't like tho look of things, and the officers

looked anxious. Suddenly our guns opened up

«nd I knew Fritz was comlng'over 'No man's

land.' He was sent home though with big

losses, and everything was* quiet for the rest

of the day. We wero |n a very advanced

position, and were covering Tommy infantry

with Scotch in support That night Fritz

opened up again for some hours, and just after

midnight everything wan made bright with

star shells, and Fritz 'carne, over the top-
éame over In massed formation of thousands,

and broke through and right up to the guns,

which were giving him point blank stuff He

was cut to pieces, but still came on, and at

last got right up to us Not many got to

us, but too many for us to handle. We knew

tho Jocks were coming up in tho roar, and held

on, and mowed them down in hundreds It

was a wonderful sight,
rocket and star shells

everywhere, and the ruddy Onsh of tho guns

Some of them got through that deadly gun-

fire, and came on game as could be. I soon

discarded my
revolver, and followed the gun-

ners' example, and picked up a German rifle

and bayonet. It was hand-to-hand for about

10 minutes From the very jump I managed

to keep ferr cool, how, 1 don't know; I daro

say something made me feel everything de-

pended on it Things were getting too hot

for us, and in a few spconds we would have

been driven away from the guns; but the Jocks

enme In at a swinging double and settlpd It

They fought like fiends In petticoats Then

again the guns opened up,
and cut off the

Huns' retreat,'and Scotty finished his work

'¡hei-e
were no prisoners taken, and T think

verv few cot back to their lines If Ger-

many publishes her casualty lists there would

have bpon a big one following that midnight

attack
"

_________,______-.____-,

COMMOB^ÉÁLTHYEAH BOOK.

The official
"Year Book of the Common-

wealth of Australia." containing authorita

U.ire statistics for the period 1P01-1P16. and

I corrected . statistics for the period 17SS to

1000,
'

If to hand.. . The general arrangement

'corresponds with thtiI- of previous, issues,.but

there are several special articles of Import-

ance. A feature of the publication, which has

been compiled by the Commonwealth Statistl

¡cian,
Mr. G. H. Knibbs, is the use made of

maps and diagrams. Special mention mav b"

'

made of the map of Australia, reduced from

.the lnrge scale map published under the au-

thority of the Minister tfor Home and Terri-

tories.
Since the issue tri

the previous Year

Book Important, nltiirations
and additions have

heen madp There Is practically nothing that,

one
wants to know about' Australia that can-

not be found in this Year Book, whether re-

lating to the Commonwealth as a whole or to

i»ny of tho SUtcs In particular.

GENERAL CABLES. I

LONDON, Dec. 20.

In tbo Houbo of Lords the Representation

of the Pcoplo Bill was read tho second time.

The death is announced of Mr. Noel Ross, a

New Zealand Journalist/ from typhoid.

It Is stated officially that an explosion

wrecked tho buildings of an explosives works

north of London. No lives were lost. I

Krupps showed a profit ot £0,000,000 for

1916. A dividend of 10 ncr cent, was dcclarodj

The importation of paper-making materials

has been reduced from March 1 to an equiva-

lent of two-thirds tho previous twelve

months' importations.

7Mr. Bonar Law announced in the House of

Commons that he would lntroduco tho Man"

Power Bill after'recess.

AUSTRALIAN HONOURED.
-.

Mrs. James Weymark, late of Cotswold,

Ruby-street, Mosman, and now of Manly, has

received a letter from ber son, Private Georgo
Weymark, of the engineers, stating that be

Ibas been decorated by General Birdwood in

I France with the Military Modal.

A V.O. HERO.

THE LATE CAPT. C. S. JEFFRIES.
j

of South Maitland.

Tho act for which Captain Clarence

Smith Jeffries has been posthumously

awarded the Victoria Cross is thus officially

described:-"When his company was held

up by machine gun fire from concrete

emplacements he organised a party and

rushed tho emplacement. Ho captured

four machine guns and 35 prisoners. Then

he led his company
under heavy artillery

and machine gun fire to the objective.

Later he led an attack on another machino

I gun emplaecment, capturing two machine

! guns aud 30 prisoners. This gallant of

I
llccr wits killed during the attack, but it

I

was entirely due to his bravery and Ini

. flativo that the centre of tho attack was

not held up a long time."

The lato Captain J.ettricH
was a son of

Mr. Joshua Jeffries, superintendent of tho

Abermain Collieries in the South Mait-

land district. He was a native of Walls-

end, and at the time of his death was

within a fortnight of his 23rd year. He

ttas educated at various Public schools,

and later entered tho Newcastle Colle-

giate School, under Mr. C. P. Watt, B.A.,

his education being completed at the

Newcastle High School, then under Mr.

Smith, M.A. On leaving school ho Joined

the surveying staff of the Abermain Col-

lieries, and for some years was in charge

of this department, at the same time

serving an apprenticeship to his father

as a mining engineer.
His military career commenced when

the Compulsory Training Act of the Com-

monwealth came into force. Ho joined as

a prlvato the 11th Inrantry Regiment

under Major Edward Nash, of West Malt

land.^ A few weeks after the declaration

of war ho »as called up for homo defence,

and later was engaged in- instructional

work at Newcastle and Liverpool A.I.V.

camps, with tbo rank of lieutenant. He

received n commission on the formation

of -a battalion at West Maitland, and

sailed from Sydnoy on May 2, 1010. Ho

entered the trenches with his battalion

In November of the same year, remaining
until June. 1917.

In the battle of Messines bo led a

party of 50 volunteers In a reconnaissance

of the German lines, and shortly nftor

going over the parapet was severely

^wounded by machine gun fire In the

'thigh, hut carried on, and secured tbe

Information required. Returning to his

battalion after recovering from his

wounds, he wns promoted to the rank of

1

captain.,

The colonel of the battalion, in a letter

to his father, describes how Captain
Jeffries mel his death on Oetober 12 as

;

follows -"This »as ihp dnv of the nt- i

lack in the fifth ph.tsp of thp Ypres I

battle, of »bleb you will have read about

that time The objectives given us on I

that dtiv werp on a fairly wide front, and

to a depth of somp 250n yards, with the

village of Passchendaple and the nplgh

bouring hMghts as the dominating fea-

tures The task was a dlHIeult one, and

was mnde doubly so hv the heavy rain

' which fell on the prpcedlng night, making

the approach march for the attnrk acd

{he getting forward of field guns and

ammunition almost super-human. Al

5.25 a.m
on October 12 the attack was

launched Our arttllerv barrage was (hin
'

o»-lng to the soft naturp of the ground

and the gun trails sinking, conspqnently

manv enemv strong points were left en-

tirely
for the infantry to dpa! with The

I bPhaviotir of your son was gallant in -he

I

pxtrprnp; from r-trong point to strong

' point he led his men, and was successful

In putting several, machine guns out of

action and capturing many prisoners. It

was »'hile leading a partv against one of

1 thesp machine gun emplacements that

he was killed at about 7 *.__,"

FEDERAL CABINET.
-1

PROBARLE RESIGNATION.

MELBOURNE, Friday.
It is understood that a meeting of the Fede-

ral Cabinet will bo bold on Monday to consider
tho situation arising out of the apparent de-

feat of tho Government's referendum pro-

posals. Tho Minister for Works and Railways
(Mr. Watt) returned from Adelaide to-day,
and tho Minister for Repatriation (Senator
Millen) arrived from Sydney during tho after-
noon. An Informal meeting took placo be-
tween these Ministers, the Assistant Minister,
Senator Russell, also being present. The
only likely absentee nt the Cabinet meeting
will bo tho Federal Treasurer (Sir John For-

rest), whoso departuro from Westarn Australia
has not yet been announced. Noue of the
Ministers in Melbourne to-day could bo In-

duced to discuss tho situation, but in poli-
tical circles the general impression was

that,
as soon as the result of the referendum was

officially known, the Primo . Minister (Mr.
Hughes) would, in accordance with his de-

claration rondo In his spoccb at Bcnblgo that
tho issue was vital to tho contlnuanco in office
of the Government, tender his resignation to
the Governor-General. Ab the resignation
of tho Primo Minister entails that of the
whole of 'tho Cabinet this will mean that,
should tho resignation be accepted, the Min-

istry willi bo out of office. What will happen
then was also discussed, and the opinion was

freely expressed that Mr. Hughes would recom-
mend the Governor-General to send for Mr.
Tudor. In support of this view thP fact was
emphasised that the natural corollary of Mr.
Hughes staking the existence of this Min-

istry on the success of the referendum was

that, In case of failure,'the leader of the Op-
position should bo given the opportunity ot

tho carrying on of the government of the

country. The question of bis remaining in

power would, of course, depend upon the attl

tudo of the Nationalists, and this point was

also discussed to-day. By some of the load-

ing members of the Ministerial party it was
hold that it might bo advisable to jillow the

new Administration to hold office for somo

little time, but to this it was objected that, as

a Ministry can now practically govern without

Parliament, owing to tho great powers It en-

joys under the War Precautions Act, Buch a

procedure would bo very dangerous.
As special provision was made for extending

tho term for the votlne of soldiers In India

and Mesopotamia, and for sailors on warships
and transports until January 3, no Cabinet

developments may be expected until after

that dato.
______________________

I METHODIST COMMISSION TO FIJI.

I

The report and recommendations of the

I

Methodist commission which recently visited

FIJI havo been submitted to the Mission
Board. Tho document containing these is a

somewhat voluminous one, and covors a wide

area of subjects, representing consideran!3

work and careful inquiry. The principal sub-

ject dealt with relates, as was anticipated,
to educational affairs. On their arrival In

Suva tho commissioners spent some days In

consultation with the missionarlos in regard
to the various interests aftectod by tho

recent education legislation of the Govern-
ment of FIJI. They also discussed theso mat-

ters very fully with his Excellency the

Governor of Fiji in several Interviews which

were arranged. Ultimately agreement was

reached in respect of several important issues,

which at first had presented considerable diffi-

culty.
Tho result is that the Missionary Society,

while continuing and extending itB Important
educational work, will bo able to co-operate
with tho Government in its endeavour to

secure a satisfactory system of elementary
education for nil children of school age In

FIJI. Several of the existing mission schools

will bo brought under the now education

ordinance, the rights of the mission to Impart
moral and religious instruction having been

conserved, subject to a conscience clause. A

proposal was submitted to tho Governor In

reforonco. to a moro efficient system of ver-

nacular or sub-primary schools, and this pro-

posal has been embodied in a bill which Is

before the Legislative Council. The question
of the training of teachers also como under

review, and steps aro being taken to secure

a moro satisfactory method In the near

future.

Tho Mission Board and the Fiji District

Synod have both passed complimentary resolu-

tions In reference to the visit and work of

the commlasloners.

COUNTRY NEWS.
-«

CULCAIRN.-Otto Vchn, an unnatu'-alised

Gorman reservist,
who reports weekly to the

police, has been fined £5 or two months'

Imprisonment for having firearms in his pos-

session without permission. He is in busi-

ness at Walla Walla, near Culcairn.

GULGONG.-A carnival was rocontly held

by the friendly societies of Gulgong in aid

of tho local hospital, and £146 was realised

as a result of tho effort. In connection with

"Our Day" celebrations the sum of £40 was

raised In Gulgong.

EDEN.-The omission of Eden from the list

of District Court sittings for next year has

evoked dissatisfaction throughout the district.

At a public meeting, held on Wednesday, rep-

resentatives of Eden and outlying centrea

unanimously passed a resolution protesting

against tho suspension, as it would necessitate

litigants and witnoBses having to travel to

the District Coui t at Boga, involving. In many

cases, an additional seventy miles by road.

LITHGOW.-At a meeting of the War Ser-

vice Committee it »ns stnted that the Stati

War .Council has sent returned soldiers to

Lithgow on the chance that they »ould obtnin

work at the Small Arms Factory These men

had not found work there, and the committee

paid their fares back to Sydney. It was decid-

ed to enter a protest against (his practice.

MFjRRIWA.-Great inconvenience <s experi-
enced bv lopal business people owing to tbo

non-provision of a crane at the railway sta-

tion. When beaty goods arrive fonslgne.-s nrp

obliged to orgnnisp gangs from the town, n

mile distant, te attend the railwty .tard for

i.nloadlrg purroBes.

MURRUMBURRAH -The Municipal Council

has decided (contingent on a poll of the rate-

payers being agreeable to the proposal) upon

lighting thp town bv pleetrlcity. Messrs

Kay, Macnirol, and Co. are preparing plan«

and spécifications for the work. '1 he estimated

cost of the installation Is £7250.

I MOREE -Senior-sergeant Robinson, who

has been transfpned to Quirindi, was fare

» piled by the Police Magistrate. Majoi

Crane, and thp largest bench of magistrates
ever gathered together in Morpe Valpdlc

torv speeches were made by the Mayor, Mr.

I Zlotowskl for thp legal profession, the chair-

man of the local land board, and others.

PARKES.-The local Rpd Cross clcarpd

.£31 10s by tho toa tont and cool drink stall

at tho recent races.

LATE SHIPPING.
._-*

I ADELAIDE - Air: Dec. 21, ulnndia. from «¿tem

State*. Hep: Dec it, >'iv« I_l_nd_.Uor flinn-Iii

EtoEN GUN UNVEILED.
-»

PATRIOTIC SPEECHES.
_

The Erndon gun, which was presented to

this city by the Commonwealth Government,

was unveiled In Hyde Park by tho Lord Mayor,

Aid. U. D. Monghcr, yesterday In tho presence

of many thousands of people Among those

on tho platform nero tho Minlbtcr for the

Navy,'Mr. J. Cook, Captnln Glossop, CB. (who
commanded II M A.S. Sydney when She de-

feated the Emden), the Lady Mayoress, Gen-
eral nnd Mrs. Lee, Aldermen U. S. Mallett,
M'Elhono, Vernon, Addison, Wnlkcr. I'.

Bridges, Richard*», R. Harrie, nnd Lindsay
Thompson, Sir Charles Mackellar, Sir Thomas

Dibbs, Judge Backhouse, Mr. .1. West, M.P.,

Inspector-General Mitchell, the Consul
General for Japan, M. Shlmlzu; the Consul
Genoral for Frnnre, M Chaypt, Rabbi Cohen,

Mr. J. Jl Bump!, president of the Hnptisi
Urlnn; Mr. UenlHon Miller, Captain Wa ley,

Lieut-colonel Lamrock, Messrs. A. W. Meeks,
M.L.C., J. T. S. M'Oonen, M.I..C , .1. ,1. Cohen,
M.L.A., Mrs. and Miss Holman," Mrs. R. Ilagon,

and quite a number of naval and nillllnry vet-

erans from La Perouse, also some of the crew

of the Sydney who ar<* on furlough. The Head-

quarters Band from Liverpool, under Warrant

officer Thonins Mellor, provided the music.

The gun was covered with the Union Jnck, and
from the front of the platform the Lord

Mayor performed tho ceremony. The gun Is

iiou. ted on a base' of hCautlfti'ly p.'lihlirrt

trachyte. On the eastern faco is the following

Inscription*-
*r

"This monument was erected by the Muni-

cipal Council of Sydney tp commemorate the

destruction of the Gorman raldor Erndon by
H.M.A.S. Sydney, commanded by Captain John

C. T. Glossop, R.N., In tho naval notion off

Cocos iBland on the Oth November, 1014;
the

monument being unveiled on 21st December,

1017, by the Right Hon. R. D. Moagher, M.L.C.,
Lord Mayor of Sydney. Ttlomng II. Nesbitt,
Town Clerk: W. G. Layton, Deputy Town

Clerk; R. II. Brodrick, Architect and
'

City

Building Surveyor.

On the western face Is the following:-"List

of officers on bonrd U.M.A.S. Sydney on the

occasion of the destruction of S.M.S. Erndon

on 0th November, 1914. Captain J. C. T. Glos-

sop, Lieutenant Commander J. V. Finlayson,

Llcutonants D. E. Rahilly. B. 0. Boll* Salter,

F. L. Cavaye, G. C. Hnmpden. C. Pope, R. C.

Garsia, Sub-lieutenant J. M. C. Johnstone,

Englncor-lleutcnant Commander A. W. Cole-

man, Engineer Lieutenants U P. Fowler, C.

Dennis, Chaplain V. A. S. Little,
Staff Paymas-

ter E. C. Norton, Assistant Paymaster K

Kingsford-smith, Surgeons L. Darby and A.

Todd, Gunners G. B. Salter, J. C. McFarlanc,

Boatswain A. M, Martin, Carpenter E. C. Bc

henna, Artificer Engineer G. A. Hutchison."

On the northern face:-"Killed in action:

Petty Officor T. Lynch, Able Seaman R. Sharpe,
Able Seaman A. Hoy, Ordinnry.Spaman R. Boll,

Wounded: Lieutenant Geoffroy C. Hampden,

R.N., Petty Officer M. Harvey, Able Seaman

J. Butchor, T. Gascoigne, A. Crosby, B. Oreen,

J. Klnnlburg, R. Horne. A. Hooper. Senman

W. Meldrum, Signalman, 2nd-c.lass, T. Steven-

son, Seaman, 2nd-class, T. Williamson. Receiv-

ed Distinguished Service Medal: Chief Petty

Officer A. Lambert, Sick Berth Steward T. Mul-

lins, Able Seamen B. Green. J. Kinniburg, H.

Collins, W. Taylor."
,

On' the southern face:-"This monument Is

surmounted by a 4-lnch gun taken from the

German raider Emden, destroyed by H.M.A.S.

Sydney. A gift from the Commonwealth Go-

vernment to tho citizens
of Sydney."

The Lord Mayor, in unvolllng the gun, sold*.

-Wo aro assembled to-day to participate in

an historic function-to unvoil a trophy of

war-won by the youngest navy in the world

under circumstances which bring a thrill

of pride and gratification to all truo Aus-

tralians and faithful sons of Empire that

the young Australian navy is worlthy to rank

with the groat and glorious parent-the British

navy, not only in courage, seamanship, and

devotion to duty, but also In mercy and mag-

nanimity extended to a beaton foo. (Cheers.)

The Lord Mayor then related tbo circum-

stances of tho historic Bea fight.

Three cheers were given for Captain Glos-

sop, his officers and crow, as tho Mayor re-

leased the flags and tho gun was unveiled

Mr. Cook said It was a happy Idea to as-

sociate tho gun with the great city of Sydney.
It would remind them of all that lay in tho

wonderful fabric of self government» The

gun would remind them, too, that the naval

power of the British was the. secrot of' the

success of our Empire. It would romind them,
too, that it was the ono thing which stood

between them and defeat In this groat war.

It was also the first trophy of tbo gallant
Australian naty. It would help them to

develop the sea* sense In Australia, for with-

out It they would not bo ablo to protect
Australia's shores. They must develop this
sea sense if they wished to continue as a

nation.

Captain Glossop, who received an oration,

and who spoke with conslderab-lo emotion,

said:-"It is with very mixed feelings that I

am taking part in this ceremony. You all

know a great referendum has taken place.
What can be my feelings on the subject. You
have again decided on 'No.' (Voices: Not

yet,
not yet.) Do you still refuse to reinforce

your men at the Iront? (Voices: No, no.)

By your votes yesterday you decided 'No.1

It everybody in my ship did aB he liked, how

would I get on in action? If tho stokers

down below said they would not do so much,
and .if -»ho men on deck said they would not

do what I told them, how do you imagine I

would get on in an action? Tho Government

put a proposal boforc you, and you have

turned it down. The vote yesterday said

'No,' and by a larger majority than
'

be-

fore. Tho feelings of every naval rating
and every military rating aro the same. They
are. ashamed that you have, turned It down,
and have said 'No.' I thank you, my Lord
Mayor, for what you have said about thoso
on the Sydney. Nora week ago 150 of my mon

returned to Sydney, after being away for
three years, and I say it emphatically, thoy
nre as fine a lot of men as could bo got
together. (Cheers.) One of them mado a

remark, which came to me. 'that ho was

ashamed to return here and seo the condi-

tions In Australia and Sydney generally, the

city swimming with young men who ought to
bo at the front, but who won't go.' What
can bo tho feelings of the men after the vote
of yesterday? I consider you hoar far too
much of what you like to hear. What you
wont arc those things said "you don't like to
hoar. What you want Is a little plain speak-
ing. (A voice: Don't be afraid to give It

to them Plther.) Aro the appeals of the men

at the front, both naval and military to be

disregarded?" i
Captain Glossop concluded by repeating the

lines of Kipling
l-ord God of Host«, he with a

yet,
La-t we forget, lest wc

forget.
Cheers were given for the King, Captain

Glossop, and the H.M.A.S. Sydney boys, and

the proceedings terminated.

I UNVEILING in town hall.
I

In the afternoon, in the presence of a repre-
sentativo gathering, the Lord Mayor (Aid.
R. D. Meagher, M.L.C.) unveiled in the Town
Hall a handsome bronze tablet to commemor-
ate the destruction of the German , raider

Emden by H.M.A.S. Sydney, and at tbe same

time presented to Captain Glossop, C.B.,
thon commander of the Sydnoy, a silver sal-

ver, "in recognition of the services bo rendered
to the Empire and to Australia In tbo part
be played in the destruction of the German

raider." The tablet was erected by public
subscription, while the salver was also tho

gift of the citizens. Among tbo otheis pro
sent, in addition to Captain Glossop, tvero

Messrs. J. Russell French and Denison Mil-

ler, bon. treasurers of the citUen's committee;
T. H. Nesbitt, J. B. Donkin, and W. G. Lay-
ton,

hon. secretaries; A. W. Meeks and J.
Lane Mullins, Ms.L.0.; the president of the
Chamber of Manufactures (Mr. W. T. Wll

llngton), J. T. Walker, and Hendry, repre-

senting tbe Eastern Extonston Cable Co.,
In the vicinity of whoso station at Cocos Is-
land the Emden was destroyed.

Following upon speeches by the Lord Mayor,
as chairman of the committee, and Mr. J. B.

Donkin, and in expressing thanks for the

citizens' gifts. Captain Glossop corrected what
he said would probably go down as an his-

torical error In a little pamphlet issued by
the New South Wales Government It was

there stated that the Emden came over from

the Java Islands across the bo»s of the con-

voy Unfortunately, tbat was not quite cor

rest As soon as the official log of thp Em-

den was printed and publlshpd It was seen

that the vessel, instead of coming, as they
had Imagined, from Java and Singapore and

that way, had come from the Andnman Islands.

Speaking of memorials stieb a« tbat tablet as

a means of stirring up national feelings, hp

said bp had stated, on his arrlvpl lipre si\

months ago. that his Impression was that of

Ignorance of the real position on the part
of a majority of »he population, but one

could rcarcely sa}- so now after the hurri-

cane of word«4 thal had recently bcpn lpt

loose.
- - ' -

DEATH OF A GRAZIER.

WAGGA-Mr John James M'NIckle. a »ell

kno»-n grazier and farmer of Kurrajong Park,
died vesterdav. Mr M'NIckle, who was 78

years
of age, resided In the district for over

50 years Ho was1 a breeder of hlgh-claBs
merino sheep, shorthorn cp'Mp, and high-class

trotting horses
____

The /'City Depot, 36 Moore-street, of tho

fith and 7th Light Horse Comforts Fund, is

being closed for a month for the holidays,

opening again on Mondav, January 22.

The Cronulla Red Cross Society held two'

market days at their depot for "Our Day."

The effort realispd £52. Cronulla branch
sent £100 altogether for the British Red Cross

-TM-. _
.

_ (

" NONr-COMB ATA-NTS»

(nr A.I.F.)

In the recently-published despatch of Gen«w
ral Sir Archibald Murray tho following para
graph appears:-'/Tho henlth of the troops
throughout has been alngularly good. The
Australian and Now Zealand Medical Corps
is remarkable for Its efficiency and unremit-
ting devotion." It tuny be of Interest to out
line

briefly thp medical organisation of a divi-
sion, which consists approximately nf 20000
men. The Chipf Medlral Offlcpr on (bo nivl
sional SlnfT Is the A.D.M.S., tthlch being trana
Intcd means the Asslsiant Director of Medical
Services. Associated with him Is til«

D.A.D.M.S
,

or Deputy Assistant Director of

Medical Services. Thoir duties consist in

exorpIslng control over IhP mpdlcnl
unite withthe division, and In art -is expert advisor,T

the starr In all matters Concerning tho health
of Hip troopt,, and the nrrangpmcnts to hn
made for the trentmcnl nnd remin.il of si!*
and »-oundell nu the field.

With a division are three fÏPld ambulance«
Lach nold ambulance is dividid Into three
spctlons A, I), and C1. Ead, section Is

dltldpd Ininti nursing suh-dlvlslnn, and »

strctcher-hpnrpr suh-divlBlon. Each section
has three medical officers. |" 0«n ho«or
motor transport, mid equipment, and Is

capable of acting Independently, or ovon helne
mobilised separately. A Oeld ambiilanco ins
250 men In all. Next, each sepáralo unlL
e.g.. Infantry battalion, engineers, or art(i

lery, lias Its own regimental medical oOIcdr -
and strotcher-bearerB. The medical ofBccrs
and men of the field ambulances, together with
tho regimental medical officers and stretchT

bearers, work In the field. I

Behind tho division ure placed casualty
clearing stations, stationary hospitals, ana'
baBO hospitals. At the head or the whole of
the various medical services (divisional. Hn«« I
of communication, and base) Is tho DOMS
(Director-General of Medica! Services').

'

«*n"

undpr him tho D.M.S. (Director of Medica
Services), and ,i1bo tho D.D.M.S. (Deputy ni
rector of Medical Services).

At the front tho regimental medical officer

or R.M.O., as ho Is usually called, arrómpanle.
the combntnnt troops, to whom he Is at-
tached, wherever they go. When In the

fight-

ing line he shares all their dangers without
any of the excitement or glory of tho fight
If a man íb badly wounded he nttends to bira
wherever he may be-In (ho

firing linn, or "No

Man's Land" if need be. His regimental

strotcheT-bpnrPrs carry the wounded bnek Hil

they aro rellpvcd of I heir burdons by tbo
stretcher-bearors of tim field nm-alanc«.
Strotcher-bPnrlng 1b moat oxhnustlng work,
and can only be performed by men of splendid
physique. It tho wounded man Is

unlikely t»
bo fit to return lo his unit In ?(- hours or lesi
ho Is conveyed to a casualty clearing station,
which is well equipped for all Biirglcal pro-
cedures and placed In n

position nf compara-
tivo safety. If still unlikely to return to ht
unit within a few days, the wounded man ts .

passed on to a Btntlonnry hOBplta!, and thence,

perchance, to hospital ship, nnd finally to

Baso Hospital.
Medical officers and men nttarhed to regi-

ments or field ambulances aro constantly ex-

posed to Uro-at times moro so than tho com-

batant troops, who arc very generous in theb

appreciation of tho work of tho Army Medi-

cal Corps. However, It Is not uncommon t»

hear somo members of the public speak

slightingly of those belonging to tho A.M.C., ,

as many pooplo think that to belong to the
,

A.M.C. is to bo freo of all risk and to llv«

in comfort. An A.M.C. nlficor or man may

oven bo regarded ns a "cold-footer" by th»

Ignorant, and referred to very scathingly at

times ns a "non-combatnnt." Tho lattor ho

certainly la, hut It docs not mean that he 1«

free from the risks incurred hy his combatant

brothers. It Is to be regretted that decora-

tions won by medical officers aro often re-

garded by tbo thoughtless as of less merit

than those of other unit«. A short time ago

a list was published of thp names of aomii

fifty Australian mpdlcal officers who had mado

tho supremo sacrifico. Very many more hav

been wounded or incapacitated from disease.

At Anzac all medlral work »-as done within

pasy rnngo of tho enemy's guns, and catt-H

ties nmongst tho Army Medical Corps wet»

numerous,
as they aro In France. This may

be gleaned from the follo»'lng
extracts from

letters received to-dny, dated September K,

1017: "Poor Fred. Flowers (son of Hon. P.

Flowers! was killed to-day. A shell land»,

amongst a partv of 2.1 of our stretcher bearer«*

Five were killed, and 15 wounded. Sit

Minnls was killed bv a shell in the first

Pozieres fight. Smith nnd Elliott In the seco_

Pozleres fight; West got a commission in tW

infantry, and waa killed bv a bomb There are

only 30 of the original Field Ambulance with

us now." Another letter from an officer,

dated 20/0/17: "During the last 10 or 12 dar-

in France, the following casualties have oc-

curred amongst medical oIIIcptb working in or

near the front line: Lieut-Col.
Nicholas^

son

of the well-lcnown grazier in New South Wales,

was killed when visiting his matn dressing

station. Captain Elliott, the well-known

'Varsity athlete, from Ballarat, regimental

medical officer to ono of tho battalions,
was

drcsslng a wounded man in a shell-hole. A

second shPll fpll and killed them both. Meut

Col- C. W. Thompson, M.C, of Now South

Wales, was making an inspection with Major

Metcalfe. M.C, a member of tho statt, whon

a high explosivo shell wounded them both.

The inspection theso officers were making wa_

Just the usual "look round" before moving nn

ambiilanco Into a new sector where tho con-

ditions are unknown. Major Heydon, MC,

and Captain Flndlayson wero both slightlr

wounded whilst dressing wounded near tho

front line, and Major Crowther, son of Dr.

Crowther, of nobnrt. was also slightly

wounded while directing the removal of

stretcher cases. Captains Tlllett and Bignell

wero wounded by shells whilst carrying .out

their ordinary medica! dutios, and Major

Johnston, son of Judgo Johnston, of Mel-

bourne, was also wounded. During this war

tho work of tbo strotchor hearers has beea

magnificent, and they have boen set a -pleo

dtfl example by their medical officers."
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"

8

Criterion
Plnvhouse

Theatre Royal .Tmenile pantomime, 2 and 8

Grand Opera lions-» "Robinson Crusoe," 2 snrl ft.

Tivoli Theitrc Adi Reeve Season, 2.30 and 8.

St largess
Hall Anrclon Chapman Redfal, 7*»

Coronation Hall Old Woman Who Lived te «
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" 7 fi

Town Hall Sidnci rhnr-il "-locictv, "Messlih,-* >?

ticetim Dai and NiKlit Sessions,
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